The Official Newsletter of The WVRA


DISPATCH

WVRA pamphlets are
available. Please help
recruit new members!

I want to thank Dave Lewis for submitting this photo and bringing
laughter to those that have seen it. Dave felt bad when he read in the
last newsletter, that lately there was not very many articles on the Union
so he submitted this photo for them. Does anyone notice the amusing
irony of this scenario? I think this was taken at Jackson Mill. :~)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
*********************************
April 10 Spring Gala WVRA Ball
April 10 WVRA meeting at Ball
****
April 23-25 Union Train Living His
April 24 Oakland MD Living His
*****
April 24 Marion County Library
CW His.
*****
May 1-2 School of Soldier
May 1 WVRA Meeting SOS
*****
May 15-16 New Market
May 21 Battle of Lewisburg
May 22 Fort Mulligan
*****
May 28 at 8:30
Grafton Lantern Tour
May 29 Marion County Pierpont
*****
June 5-6 Phillippi
June 5 WVRA Meeting Phillippi
*****
June 13-15
Camp Geiger Whitehall PA
*****
June 19 Glenville
Living History & Parade

WVRA Reminders...Dues…..Newsletter Deadlines
Membership Directory will be provided in April or May every year to the WVRA membership
only. If you do not wish to be included in the directory please contact your Secretary and
Newsletter Editor of the WVRA BEFORE April 1. Directory WILL NOT be posted on the web

Articles, pictures, or information to be included in
the
Trans-Allegheny DisCheck Out Our
patch MUST be emailed by
Web Site
April 15 to
rebeld4h@yahoo.com
at:
*****
www.wvra.org
Or mailed by April 10 to:
Jack & Tonya Daft
479 Plum Run Road
web masters Donnie Stewart
& Lisa Johnson
Mannington WV 26582

DUES NEED TO BE PAID
BY MARCH EVERY YEAR
WVRA Membership dues is
$15 per year, FAMILY dues
are $25. per year mail to :
TREASURER

Tim Glaser
PO Box 63
Beverly WV 26253
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The Votes Are In...Hear Ye ! Hear Ye ...New Officers Are
1st WV Infantry
Captain: Chuck Critchfield
1st Sgt: Mark Tennant
2nd Sgt: Dave Eubank
1st Cpl: John Foudray
2nd Cpl: Jim Barnes
Unit Rep: Mark Tennant
25th Va. Infantry
Sergeant: Bill Brisendine
Corporal: Tim Glaser
Unit Rep: Tag Ireland
Trans-Allegheny Soldiers Aid Society
President: Tonya Daft
Union Assistant: Diane Tennant
Confederate Assistant: Joanne Glaser
Unit Representative : Diane Tennant
6th WV Cavalry
President : Porter Stiles
2nd in charge: Ralph Bumgardner
Unit Rep: Woody Flint
1st WV Artillery
Sergeant - Connie Kraft
Sergeant - Sam Kraft
Sergeant - JR Moore
Sergeant - Lee Miller
Corporal - Sue Prager
Unit Rep. - Sam & Connie Kraft, JR Moore

The By-Laws & Dispatch
Newsletter of the WVRA
are on the web site at
WVRA.ORG

WVRA President: Bill Brisendine
WVRA Vice President: Bill Snyder
WVRA Treasurer: Tim Glaser
WVRA Secretary: Jack Daft
WVRA Newsletter Editor: Tonya
Daft WVRA Web Masters are Lisa
Johnson and Donnie Stewart
WEB SITES of INTEREST
Southern Heritage: sourthernheritage411.com
Sons of Union Veterans: http://suvcw.org/
1st WV Cavalry
http://www.frontiernet.net/~firstwvcav/
TASAS:
http://www.shasta.com/suesgoodco/newcivilians/index.htm
SUPPORT OUR
TROOPS BUY
THEIR BOOKS
“Civil War
Woodworking”
by AJ Hamler
************
“The Reporter Wore
Petticoats”
By Dr. Abigail

The link http://
www.wvra.org/
page12.html will
take you straight
to the equipment
page and links to
several Sutlers to
buy your stuff
from.

Chel Depp
Executive Director
Rich Mountain Battlefield
Foundation/Historic
Beverly Preservation
PO Box 227 Beverly, WV
26253
304-637-7424
www.richmountain.org
www.historicbeverly.org
For timely discussions about
Civil War events, clothing,
firearms, and yes, even personalities in the hobby,
Go To
www.authenticcampaigner.com
Or www.cwreenactors.com

MAYS issue of Meet and Great WVRA
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Here are some excerpts from various Cultural and Heritage newsletters that you may find interesting or useful. They represent examples of creative public-private partnerships, emerging trends and cultural/heritage tourism development resources. I hope you find some helpful information and ideas – Justin ...submitted by Porter Stiles

$500,000 in Historic Preservation Development Grants Available
Applications are now being accepted for historic preservation development grants through the State Historic
Preservation Office of the West Virginia Division of Culture and History. Approximately $500,000 will be
available for grant awards, contingent upon appropriation of funds from the West Virginia Legislature or the
United States Congress. The deadline for applications is March 31, 2010. Eligible projects include the restoration, rehabilitation or archaeological development of historic sites listed in the National Register of Historic
Places. More details about the historic preservation development grants or a complete program description, including funding priorities and selection criteria can be found at www.wvculture.org/shpo/forms.html.
Division of Tourism Seeking Dates of 2010 Civil War Reenactments
The West Virginia Division of Tourism is seeking to list dates for 2010 Civil War Re-Enactments on their online calendar of events. Please use the form on the following link to send information about your tourism attractions, Civil War events and other festivals. www.wvtourism.com/listings - The form is also attached to this
email.
The Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike Alliance is now on Facebook
If you are on Facebook, you can now make the Staunton-Parkersburg Turnpike your friend. FB is a great way
to communicate because you can include links, photos and comments all in one handy place. Consider sending
The Pike your FB Friend Request so you can stay up to date on Turnpike activities and events. See their profile here: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Staunton-Parkersburg-Turnpike-Alliance/194779756090
West Virginia Irish Road Bowling Association Announces 2010 Events
The West Virginia Irish Road Bowling Association (WVIRBA) has announced events for 2010. This sport
continues to spark interest and grow in popularity throughout North America. According to the WVIRBA,
2009 was the best year ever for Irish Road Bowling in West Virginia. The North American Irish Road Bowling
Championship was held in Ireland, West Virginia last year. Events are schedule to be held throughout West
Virginia in 2010. Visit www.wvirishroadbowling.com to find out more about event schedules and WVIRBA
meetings.
Civil War Trails Program – The Time to Act is Now!
There is only funding for 150 markers. We,ve got 30 markers in the ground, and about 40 more in various
stages of development. The Division of Tourism has a goal to install over 100 more Civil War Trails sites
throughout West Virginia this year. By the end of 2010, we are going to print the West Virginia Civil War
Trails brochure. Make sure your community doesn’t miss out on this heritage tourism marketing opportunity that is certain to grow in popularity throughout the 150th Anniversary of the Civil War (2011- 2015)
and the 150th Birthday of West Virginia in 2013.
Right now, this multi-state program attracts over 2,000 people every week to download Civil War Trails driving tour brochures from the website: www.civilwartrails.com. The Civil War Trails brochure is the mostrequested niche market literature in Virginia and second only to golf in North Carolina. The current Civil War
Heritage Brochure produced by the Division of Tourism is one of our most requested brochures. The time to
act is now! Contact Justin Gaull at the West Virginia Division of Tourism to learn how to bring the Official
Civil War Trails program to your community. Justin.M.Gaull@wv.gov
Upcoming Dates of Interest:
February 11, 2010 – Tourism Day at the Legislature
February 18, 2010 – History Day at the Legislature
Attached: 2 Civil War Trails Images; West Virginia Facilities and Events Form
Justin M. Gaull Marketing Representative West Virginia Division of Tourism 90 MacCorkle Avenue, S.W.
South Charleston, WV 25303 Ph: (304) 558-2200, ext. 385 Justin.M.Gaull@wv.gov
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Meet, Greet, and Get to Know Our Outstanding and Amazing
A.J. Hamler is a Local Civil War re-enactor has combined a lifelong love of history, the Civil War and a woodworking hobby into a new book on
“Civil War Woodworking” that can be used to create accurate reproductions of Civil War-era objects. "I've been doing woodworking probably
since high school, I've been doing Civil War re-enacting for over 15 years and I've always been interested in history, so I just put them all together," His latest book contains 17 projects ranging from fairly easy to moderately difficult and includes fully illustrated step-by-step instructions with an emphasis on authenticity. Each project chapter provides Civil War history about the item, as well as key information the reader will
need to duplicate period workmanship, materials and finishes in the modern shop. Projects include an ammunition box, a folding camp stool, an
officer's field desk, a candle lantern, a camp chair, tent pegs and wooden games. The book also includes original photographs from the Library
of Congress as well as modern images of re-enactors using the reproductions. Hamler developed the projects by copying authentic pieces he already had in his
personal Civil War collections, or by examination of Library of Congress photographs of original Civil War-era pieces. Hamler developed the projects by copying
authentic pieces he already had in his personal Civil War collections, or by examination of Library of Congress photographs of original Civil War-era pieces.
"There is a real need for this information out there, hardly a week goes by that someone on the Civil War Web sites doesn't ask if anyone has plans for an ammo
box, or some other project, and there just wasn't anything out there like my book." Some of the projects in the book can be done with a handsaw or cordless drill,
while others are more complicated. In addition to complete instructions for the project, Hamler includes history on each piece and instructions to the reader on
how to conceal any tool markings left by modern day equipment, to make sure the piece looks as authentic as possible. This book was about a year in the making
and he has already been commissioned to write a second one. "It will include additional projects that I didn't have room for in the first book." "There will be additional office furniture, a folding camp bed, fancier folding table. I'm already hard at work on that project. I just finished a book on building birdhouses that is coming
out in July." Hamler is also a woodworking editor and writer whose articles have appeared in American Woodworker, Handy, Popular Woodworking, Wood Magazine, Woodshop News (of which he is the former editor), Woodwork Magazine and Woodworker's Journal. He is the editor of The Collins Complete Woodworker
published by HarperCollins/Smithsonian and, writing as "A.J. Austin," the author of two science fiction novels and numerous short stories. An active reenactor for
the last 15 years, A.J. is currently a member of the 27th Conn. Infantry, the 1st and 11th W.Va. Infantries, and Carlin’s Battery D of the 1st W.Va. Light Artillery in
Wood County. Not surprisingly, his love of writing and interest in the Civil War have led to articles that have also appeared in Camp Chase Gazette, the leading
Civil War Reenactor publication. A.J.’s affection for Living History isn’t limited to reenacting; for several years he immersed himself in the 19th century to perform
as a first-person role-player at Mystic Seaport in Connecticut, and portrayed both Union and Confederate soldiers in the 2003 movie Gods and Generals. When
he’s not out on the battlefield, in his woodworking shop or busy writing in his home office, you’ll most likely find him in the kitchen where he enjoys gourmet cooking. A.J. and his wife, Sally, live in Williamstown West Virginia on the banks of the Ohio River. Contact him at CivilWarWoodworking@gmail.
com.
Dr. Abby enjoys Civil war reenacting and has adopted the role of a War Correspondent for the New York World. Web site – (The New York
World) Her experiences in the reenacting community sparked the inspiration for her novel, “The Reporter Wore Petticoats”. I enjoy reenacting
with the Federal Generals Corp (www.federalgeneralscorp.com) The Bohemian Brigade (www.wvra.org) and the 55th VA, Co. F. You can find
me throughout the year at events in WV, PA, MD, NJ and even Florida. I also love engaging in living histories and first person presentations at
Civil War Roundtables as well as classrooms at the Elementary, Junior High School, and High School levels. I have also guest lectured at the college level. Amateur Radio Dr. Abby holds a General Class Ham Radio License. Her call is KB3PEF. She stared this hobby during her College years in 1979. Dr. Abby was
working as an announcer on WCHR Radio. The Chief Engineer, Jim Stanicek, was an Extra Class Ham Radio Operator and introduced her to the
hobby. Through his help, she was able to earn her Novice ticket, then the General Class and eventually an Advanced Class License.A few years later, she no
longer had the time or space to enjoy Ham Radio and left the hobby. After her heart attack in 2006, Dr. Abby was ready to start with Ham Radio again, and once
again, Jim came to her aid. Her previous license was no longer valid and she had to retake the examinations. With some study and preparation, she was able to
achieve the General Class License. The Advance Class is no longer available. Her “Rig” is a Yaesu FT-857 with a GRV-5 antenna. Private Pilot Dr. Abby
earned her wings in 1994. She was pastoring a congregation in Hanover, Pennsylvania at the time and needed to find an outlet from the pressures of a million
dollar expansion project that was underway. She met Jim Jones, a local flight instructor and began taking lessons in a Cessna 152. The experience was one of
the most liberating ones she ever experienced. In addition to her private license, she also earned my instrument rating in 1996. Today, she has over 1000 hours
of flight time in single engine aircraft. Golf Dr. Abby started to play Golf when she was about five years old. Her father would take her with him to the local links
and she would hit balls with her custom built 3-wood. Today, some fifty years later, she still enjoys playing the links. She has won many tournaments over the
years and still enjoys some competitive golf. Author: Dr. Abigail Elizabeth Reynolds and Abigail Elizabeth Reynolds, PhD, I hold a Ph.D in Comparative
Religion. I also hold two master’s degrees. The first is a Master of Divinity and the second is a Master of Arts in Counseling. As to how I feel about all this perpetual education, an old friend used to say that all those initials behind your name are like the tail on a pig. It has no value except to tickle the ham that wears it.
Two things I truly enjoy are teaching and writing. I have held workshops and seminars, conducted training classes, preached, and engaged in extensive research.
I also enjoy writing. I journal, place my thoughts on paper, and commit others to the files on my computer. I have had a number of my articles published along
with two books. The first book was published in 1993 and is entitled “The Eucharist: A Lost Spiritual Tradition in the Protestant Church”. The second, my work
for the PhD entitled, “Crisis of Ministry: A Multifaceted Look into the Decline of Clergy in Mainstream Churches”. I have just finished a novel entitled, “The Reporter Wore Petticoats”. The novel is set in the 19th century and features our heroine, Elizabeth Grace Fitzgerald, who enters Wilson School for Women in 1824
and goes on to become a reporter. Over the course of her career, she meets and engages many historical characters from William Garrison and Frederick
Douglass, to Lucy Stone and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee and U. S. Grant. She covers the Temperance Movement, the Abolitionist period, the Suffrage Movement and of course the Civil War. To find out more and how her life turns out, you will need to read the book when it is published. I hope that you will read my book when it is finished and published. I am sure you will find “The Reporter Wore Petticoats” entertaining, enlightening, and
enjoyable. I also confess that I love to travel and engage adventures of all sorts. Over the years, I have tried to learn something new each and every year. I try a
new activity, learn a new skill, read a new book, sing a new song, dance a new dance. I love to try new foods, new drinks, and occasionally, a new cigar. love
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Officers. All absentee ballots were counted and submitted.
The proposal on Sponsoring the School of Soldier at Bulltown or
at Rowlesburg was voted on. The vote passed on sponsoring the
The meeting was called to order at 3:25 p.m. by Vice President Mark Tennant. event at Rowlesburg on Apr. 30th - May 2nd, 2010.
The proposal on allowing a member to hold more than one exIt was held at the Steer Steakhouse in Weston, WV. On March 6th, 2010.
ecutive office in the WVRA was voted on. The vote passed on
There were 24 members present. There was two Civil War authors that was
recognized at the meeting. The authors were Mr. A.J. Hamler who wrote “Civil allowing a member to hold more that one executive office.
War Woodworking” and Dr. Abigail Elizabeth Reynolds who wrote “The Re- The following is the results of the WVRA Officers election:
President - Bill Brisendine, Vice President - Bill Snyder,
porter Wore
WVRA Treasurer - Tim Glaser, WVRA Secretary - Jack Daft,
Petticoats”. Both books are available on Amazon.com.
WVRA Newsletter Editor - Tonya Daft
A motion was made to dispense with the reading of the minutes since they
were in the newsletter, it was seconded and passed among the members presMark turned the remainder of the meeting to the new WVRA
ent. The Treasurer report was given by Treasurer Porter Stiles. The WVRA
account balance showed a balance of $1,437.45. Porter stated that he just wrote President Bill Brisendine.
a check for $506.73 for newsletter costs. For a remaining balance of $930.72.
Old Business:
Porter also stated that dues are due now for the 2010 year. Tonya Daft exThe idea for a camp for kids was brought up again in regards to
plained that the newsletter is costing the unit a price of $69.60 per year per
kids learning the Civil War history. Also, mentioned the possimember just for newsletter fees {ink, paper, postage}. However Tonya has
bility of conducting something with the local Boy Scouts and
found a lower source for ink cartridges and now the fee will be reduced to
Girls Scouts. Porter stated the Boy Scouts had Scout camp ongo$15.00 to $18.00 per year
per member. Tonya went on stating that very soon the newsletter will be avail- ing throughout the summer in Morgantown, and it would be better to hold it at their camp so we would be covered under their
able on the WVRA website and members that have an email account can access and print the newsletter if they so desired without any fees being imposed. liability insurance. Several scenarios were discussed in an open
Tonya also suggested that maybe a separate fee should be imposed to members forum. It was decided by Bill that a committee be established
headed up by Tonya Daft, Dave Eubanks, Porter and Jennifer on
who which to continue to receive their newsletter in the mail. This idea was
contacting these local groups and the details that would be indiscusses among the members present and for time being the members who
volved. Any member that has any information or concerns on a
didn’t have access to email would not be charged. The amount of members
who don’t have email and the overall cost of the newsletter fees will be tracked event such as this should get into contact with those individuals.
A report on this will be given at a later meeting.
and evaluated on the impact of the WVRA budget. If needed maybe at a later
The VA park event is still being discussed and the VA park
date the membership can vote on members incurring a nominal fee for the
walk thru has yet to be completed. Bill scheduled a walk thru
newsletter.
with the committee for this event on April 17th at noon. They
Unit Meetings and Unit Elections were conducted:
will meet at the VA swimming pool parking lot to start the walk
1st WV Infantry-They discussed what events they will be attending and have
thru. Any member that wishes to attend this walk thru to give
elected the following officers and their position: Captain - Chuck Critchfield,
positive or negative feedback is highly encouraged to attend.
1st Sergeant - Mark Tennant, 2nd Sergeant - Dave Eubanks, 1st Corporal Tonya asked that every member submit a new enrollment form
John Foudray, 2nd Corporal - Jim Barnes, Unit Rep. - Mark Tennant
25th Va. Infantry- They discussed what events they will be attending and have so email, addresses, and phone numbers can be properly updated. This is important so every member can stay informed of
elected the following officers and their position:Sergeant - Bill “Beal”
the WVRA activities.
Brisendine, Corporal - Tim Glasser, Unit Rep. - Tag Ireland.
6th WV Cavalry- They discussed what events they will be attending and have
elected the following officers and their position: President - Porter Stiles. Vice New Business:
Tonya Draft wanted to welcome and congratulate the New Web
President Ralph Bumgardner, Unit Rep. - Woody Flint
1st WV Artillery- Although no members were present at the meeting. The fol- masters Donnie Stewart and Lisa Johnson.
lowing information was forwarded to the Secretary. They have elected the fol- Porter stated he found a place that we can buy Black powder for
a fee of $13.00 a pound. Porter suggested that the WVRA buy
lowing officers and their position: Sergeant - Connie Kraft, Sergeant - Sam
Kraft Sergeant - JR Moore. Sergeant - Lee Miller Corporal - Sue Prager, Unit some powder at this price. A motion was made on allowing Porter to buy Black Powder at $13.00 a pound, it was seconded and
Rep. - Sam & Connie Kraft, JR Moore
passed among the members present.
1st Va. Calvary -No members present or reports given.
Bill had information on a Kentucky event that would be held on
Trans-Allegheny Soldiers Aid Society TASAS
April 15th - 17th. There is no registration fee for this event. If
They discussed the Spring Gala that will be held in Clarksburg at the Christ
Episcopal Church. It will be held on Saturday April 10th. Set up will begin at anyone needs information on this event get in contact with Bill.
5:00 p.m. Help is appreciated in setting up. The Social time will begin at 6:30 Bill asked the Web Masters if a Droop Mountain registration
p.m. and the dance will commence at 7:00 p.m. Everyone attending is encour- form can be posted on the WVRA web site. They stated they
aged to bring finger food examples include cookies, finger sandwiches, etc.
need to get one and it will be added to site. Mark has a copy.
Also as a reminder NO HEEL plates are allowed. A donation of $5.00 per per- Mark made a motion that a Droop Mountain clean up day will
son is suggested. They also discussed Civil war fashion shows, but no dates are be scheduled on August 7th, it was seconded and passed among
available at this time. Also making items for Droop Mountain that can be
the members present. As a reminder all are welcome to come
passed out to the soldiers. They have elected the following officers and their
and camp the night before as well as the night of.
position:President - Tonya Daft, Union Assistant - Diane Tennant, Confederate Heritage Days at Bulltown is scheduled for July 10th.
Assistant- JoAnn Glasser Union Rep. - Diane Tennant
April 23rd - 24th there will be a very small event at Prickett’s
After the conclusions of the Unit Meetings and Unit Elections Mark Tennant
Fort if you are interested in attending please contact Lee Miller.
conducted voting on the two ballot proposals and the Election for the WVRA
The next scheduled meeting of the WVRA will be held at the

WVRA MARCH SECRETARY NOTES ... submitted by WVRA Secretary John Foudray
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MODERN DAY TELEGRAM LETTERS
Hi Tonya, I am looking forward to joining
the WVRA and will send in my dues in March
after I look over the web site some more. I
feel that this would be a great way to learn
more about the Civil War and have some
great fun in the process. I do not think that I
will be able to make the March 6th meeting in
Weston, mainly because of "the winter that
never ends" as my fiance' and I call it, but
plan to participate in School of the Soldier in
May. I hope to meet with your group soon
and in the mean time am enjoying reading
about the Civil War action and heritage that
abound in my new home in Fayette County.
Thanks again for the info.
Yours Truly, Reed Flinn
****************
Hi Tonya, Thanks for sending me a newsletter. I thought it was great and especially liked
the historical tidbits that were included. You
do a fine job putting it together. I would love
to attend the Civil War Ball, but I am not sure
if I will be able. I will see if my fiancee can
work it out with her schedule and let you
know this week. Thanks again, Reed Flinn
*****************

I agree with Peter. Take advantage of the Forum
also to discuss issues. I see Beal and I are registered users to date.
Chuck Critchfield
***********
Tonya:
Since on the WVRA has the web site link to the Sons of
Confederate Veterans I want to see the link to the Sons of
Union Veterans as well. HERE is the Web ADDRESS:
http://suvcw.org/
Also since most all the active members of the 1st WV Cavalry belong to the WVRA we would like our web site
linked from the WVRA web site since for years the WVRA
has had a link from the 1st WV Cavalry's web site. The
address is: http://www.frontiernet.net/~firstwvcav/
And I'm the web master for the 1st WV Cavalry.
Your Humble Servant
Richard Byrd
PS I really do like the new WVRA web site. VERY GOOD.
*****************

Tonya: 1st WV Cav. Member Nick Korolev has also had books
published long before Abby and AJ if you Google his name you
would get at least 12 pages if not more. He is also an award
winning play write, award winning Screen Writer, Award winning artist. We have a very talented member of the WVRA Also
Tonya, at the meetings, if anyone is in- this past weekend Nick and I attended a work shop for Civil
terested in helping with the Beverly
War Living Historians. We are not just members of the WVRA
we are also members of the Federal Generals Corp. Attached is a
Heritage Day planning, either have
them get in touch with me or Chelley - photo of Nick and I at the workshop with actor Patrick Gorman,
Plus the article that was written for the newspapers. Nick and I
or let me know who speaks up and
joined at Rowlesburg last year.
we'll contact them.
Respectfully Richard Byrd 1st WV CAVALRY

thanks for all your organizing efforts
and keeping this going!
See you in April,
thanks Phyllis
*************

Wow!!
This is a VERY nice site.
(web site)
Good job, Lisa And Donnie !
-- Peter Baxter

If anyone has addresses and
emails of other Civil War groups
that participate in events with
the WVRA, please forward the information to Tonya ASAP . We
would like to invite them to our
events and the Civil War Ball.

PAGE 8

W V R A T R A N S - A L L E G H E N Y D I S PAT C H

The Winter School of the Soldier for the WVRA ?
Anyone interested in reenacting Pickett’s Charge in the winter?
submitted by Abby Reynolds

APRIL 2010

It is extremely
important to pay your
dues on time. They are
what keeps the WVRA
established. Due to cost
this will be the last mailed
newsletter. The
DISPATCH will be
available on the web site
along with archive
newsletters for everyone.
PLEASE RECRUIT !
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LOCALS ATTEND LIVING HISTORY WORKSHOP IN WINCHESTER
Living history is the branch of historical reenactment that goes beyond the recreation of
famous battles. Living historians bring to life the famous personalities who made history and
allow the public to talk to historical personalities as if they had just traveled back in time to meet
them. With the coming 150th anniversary of the Civil War about to begin next year, local living
historians Richard Byrd and Nick Korolev, members of the Federal Generals Corps traveled to
Winchester for the Eagles Living History workshop Sat. Feb. 27th to hone their skills. The
workshop was for members of both the Federal Generals Corps and Lee’s Lieutenants, two of the
top Civil War living history groups that make events through the four state region adding to the
realism of battle events by providing the generals who commanded on both sides as well as
doctors who present surgical demonstrations of battlefield medicine and other famous
personalities like, Belle Boyd, the Confederate spy; Clara Barton, founder of the Red Cross and
Matthew Brady, photographer. Besides Civil War events many of the members also take part in
school and civic programs centered around Civil War history education.
Guest speakers at the event included Russ Richards of Historical Entertainment, a production
company that provides historical impressionists for movie companies filming both documentaries
and feature films; Judi Flowers, a professional wardrobe director who presented a program on
“Dressing the Part”; film and television director Caryn Nowland who talked on the actors role
behind and in front of the camera; and actor Patrick Gorman, who portrayed Confederate General
John B. Hood in the films GETTYSBURG and GODS AND GENERALS who provided acting
coaching and a discussion on character development.
Richard Byrd, who portrays Maj. Gen. George Crook, commander of the Army of West
Virginia said of the experience, “Living history is a lot more challenging than the “bangbangshoot’em-up” of battle reenacting I have done for almost thirty years. And working with
professionals in the film industry was a great opportunity.” Nick Korolev, who has five years of
experience portraying Brig. Gen William Averell , commander of cavalry with the Army of West
Virginia commented, “Being in living history requires research into biographies as well as
history sources and a little bit of acting ability, but we are a dedicated bunch and help make
history painless to learn for the public. We add the window dressing at events and work closely
with reenactors to make the history experience as real as possible. Learning and working with
film professionals this weekend was a great experience.” There are plans in the works to hold
another living history workshop February of
2011.

WVRA MEETING
PLACE INFO:
Steer Steakhouse # 9
100 Market Place Mall
Weston, WV (304) 269-7666
Congratulations WVRA Web Masters
Donnie Stewart and Lisa Johnson
Our New Amazing Historical Web site is an
Exploding HIT !!!! GREAT JOB!!!!!
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WVRA SPRING GALA CIVIL WAR BALL
It is time once again for a night of delightfully enchanted period music and dance as the West Virginia Reenactors Association host their annual Civil War Spring Gala Ball April 10 at the Christ Episcopal Church in Clarksburg for their
WVRA members.
The Church was built in the mid-1850's, with the first service in 1854. During the early part of the war, the church
was commandeered by the Union army, then garrisoned in Clarksburg, to house a Federal Cavalry unit. Stories
passed down throughout the generations of Episcopalians in Clarksburg say that the church was used as a hospital
during the war. The high ceilings, wood floors, and general ambience will lend itself perfectly to the period atmosphere.
WVRA members strive to provide a delightful, enjoyable, educational and elegant glimpse into the magical moments of the Civil War Era. Members will promise an evening as period as possible and will allow participants to step
back in time. Everyone attending will be dresses in authentic period clothing. Ladies will glide across the floor in
their favorite gowns and the gentlemen will greet them in their military uniforms or period civilian suits. Please gentlemen NO Heel plates, they can damage the beautiful wooden floors. And for those of you that do not have that perfect gown yet, please do not fret. Many of the ladies have extra dresses and would be glad to loan out a dress to encourage new prospects.
Refreshments and decorations will again be provided by the Trans Allegheny Soldiers Aid Society of the WVRA.
They will provide period refreshments of cucumber sandwiches, egg salad sandwiches, tomato sandwiches, nut rolls,
ham salad sandwiches, fruit rolls, danish, turnovers, period cookies, period finger cakes, punch, coffee, tea, lemonade,
and wassail. Anyone wishes to give assistance in providing the finger food please contact Tonya Daft.
Sweethearts will glide across the glamorous wooden floors of the historical Church from the Civil War Era to the
period melodies provided by the Rich Mountain String Band. The talented period musicians are Phyllis and Peter Baxter and Less and Mary Carahar. Mrs. Baxter will also provide instructions for all the authentic ballroom dances, so beginners are welcome. The evening dance should be the up most treat for everyone from the accomplished dancers to
the most determined chair-sitters. The dance program will provide many opportunities for dances that many have become familiar with including the prominent reels and circle dances. Some mixers and novelty dances will also be included. Instructions for every dance will be demonstrated and will give ample opportunity for participation by all.
Even those without a partner, some dances call for an uneven number of men and women. The ladies will also be supplied with a dance card so the gentlemen can request that a special dance be saved for them.
This glamorous aspect of the evening will commence at 7:00pm. Everyone of importance will definitely be there.
Social time to visit with members and friends and catch up on the latest gossip throughout the evenings festivities will
begin at 6:30pm. We would like for everyone to try to be there by 5:00 to help set up and help get new people dressed.
Admission to this event is $5 donation, payable at the door the night of the event. And though all ages are eligible to attend you must either
be a WVRA member or be a guest of a WVRA member to attend. Anyone can join the WVRA and become a member. For more information you
can visit the web site at www.wvra.org or contact Tonya Daft at 825-6103 or email her at rebeld4h@mountain.net . The Church is located at 123
S. 6th Street Clarksburg. The church is located on the corner of 6th and Main. On the other corners are the city fire station, senior
citizen center and Fairmont State/Pierpont C & T College. The dance is located in the Parish House which is behind the church
itself. The Parish Hall and the adjacent parking lot can be accessed from Trader's Alley, which can be reached from 6th Street.
Tomato Sandwiches..........
Cucumber Sandwiches..............
Ham salad or egg salad Sandwiches.............
Pepper Sandwiches...........Jack & Tonya Daft
Sunshine Punch...................Jack & Tonya Daft
Oatmeal Cookies.................... Lynn Marks
Gingersnaps...............Jack & Tonya Daft
Lemon Cookies .......................
Sugar Cookies..........................Jack & Tonya Daft
Rhubarb Sugar Cookies. .........Jack & Tonya Daft
Mini nut rolls...........................
Gingerbread ...........................
Lemonade .............................Jack & Tonya Daft
Tea sweetened. & unsweetened ......................
Hot wassail ..........................Jack & Tonya Daft
Pound Cake......................Bill & Dreama Snyder
Other period cookies............Jack & Tonya Daft
Other period finger cakes...............
Chocolate covered pretzel rods......Lisa & Donnie
Chocolate covered strawberries...Lisa &Donnie

Ice and cooler…..Lynn Marks
Fruit or Veggie Tray.....................
Pumpkin bread......................John & Tina Foudray
Pumpkin Cookies.........................
Snicker Doodles.....................Greg & Carol
Watterson
Berry
tray..............................................
Molasses Cookies................................Lynn Marks
Mini Danish........................................
Shortbread Cookies.........................
Banana Bread.........................John & Tina Foudray
Raisin Cookies..............................
Chicken Salad Sandwich.........John & Tina Foudray
Mussels..........................................
Walnut Cookies..................Jack & Tonya Daft
Jackson Jumblees........................
Fruit or Pumpkin Rolls................
Orange Cookies........................Jack & Tonya Daft
Fruit filled Cookies......................
We also need 1 can frozen concentrate of each of
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Wvra member Mark tennant honored as ‘history hero’
Mark Tennant has a lifelong interest in the Civil War. In 1989, he joined the 1st West Virginia
Infantry with the West Virginia Reenactors Association (WVRA). He has participated in Civil
War reenactments since then. He also was an extra in the movies Gettysburg and Gods and
Generals. For the last 4 years, he has conducted a Memorial Day Weekend Lantern Tour and
Program at Grafton National Cemetery. While researching unknown soldiers buried there, he
identified five of them and has been working to get headstones for their graves. Tennant also is
a member of the Buckhannon camp No. 49, Sons of Union Veterans in the Civil War. Mark
was nominated by Taylor County Historical and Genealogical Society, For more info on the
Grafton Lantern Tour refer to the WVRA Dispatch July 2009 edition.
Mark is pictured here with L-R: Randall Reid Smith, Director of Archives and History; Del.
Tim Manchin; Mark Tennant, Del. Linda Longstreth, Sen. Bob Williams,, GREAT JOB MARK

Hats-off, Kudos, Hurrah, and just an old-fashion down home from the
HEART…... THANK YOU!!!!!!
To our Web masters Donnie Stewart and Lisa Johnson thank you sooo
much for all the hard work on the new web site it is wonderful…..keep
up the great work and thank you for working so hard with me (the idiot
on computers) to get the newsletters on it very soon. Kudos for such a
wonderful job. Thanks again Jack and Tonya Daft
**********

Hurrah!!! Too the web masters, I really do like the new
WVRA web site. VERY GOOD. Your Humble Servant
Richard Byrd
**********
GREAT JOB MARK TENNANT, HISTORY HERO , HURRAH!!!!!
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