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Calendar of Events

WHAT A WONDERFUL JOB!

*****
July 24-26 Assault on
Allegheny, Bartow
*****
August 14-16
White Sulpher Springs
*****
Jackson Mill ?
September 4-7 ?
Not confirmed yet
********
September 11-13
Carnifax Ferry
******
September 11-13 Romney
******
September 18-20 Marietta.
OH & Grantville
*****
September 25-27
Chief Logan State Park
*****
October 9-11 Bulltown
*****
DECEMBER 5
Civil War Meeting & Dinner still need results from

Check Out Our
Web Site
at:

www.wvra.org

WVRA Reminders...Dues…..Newsletter Deadlines
Personnel individual information sent into the Newsletter Editor Tonya Daft f or the WVRA
membership directory will only be provided to the WVRA membership and will not be available
for the web site. Therefore only WVRA members will have your phone numbers and addresses
Articles, pictures, or information to be included in
the Trans-Allegheny Dispatch MUST be emailed by
AUG 15 to
rebeld4h@yahoo.com
*****
Or mailed by AUG 10 to:
Jack & Tonya Daft
479 Plum Run Road
Mannington WV 26582

DUES NEED TO BE PAID
BY MARCH EVERY YEAR
WVRA Membership dues is
$15 per year, FAMILY dues
are $25. ( both includes Dispatch Subscription)
DISPATCH only $10 per
year, mail to : TREASURER

Porter Stiles
1258 Bell Run Road
Fairmont WV 26554
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The Col. George Robert Latham House Restoration Project
During
have
inspected
the Buckhannon
the property
2015
and
planning
have
found that
process,
community
the building
residents
is in poor
clearly
but
satisfactory
communicated
the need to effectively
preserve and restore its significant historic, architectural and archeological
heritage. The final plan suggested the
need to “develop a reuse and restoration
strategy for threatened and/or underutilized historic resources, such as the
George Robert Latham House home on
Madison Avenue.”
This house has considerable historic
significance for the entire local area. It
was owned by George Latham born
near Haymarket, Virginia. Latham attended common schools as a child,
studied law and was admitted to the bar
in 1859, commencing practice in
Grafton, Virginia (now West Virginia).
He was a delegate to the Wheeling
Convention in 1861 and during the
Civil War organized and served in the
Union Army as captain of Company B
of the 2nd West Virginia Volunteer Infantry Regiment.
Latham was later promoted to colonel
before being elected an Unconditional
Unionist to the United States House of
Representatives in 1864, serving from
1865 to 1867. Afterwards, he was appointed consul at Melbourne, Australia
in 1867, serving until 1870, was school
superintendent of Upshur County, West
Virginia from 1875 to 1877 and supervisor of census for the first census division of West Virginia. Latham engaged
in agricultural pursuits until his death

Heavner Cemetery in Buckhannon .The
Buckhannon 2015 Plan recognizes that
government alone cannot accomplish all
of the recommended goals and objectives
spelled out in the plan. Local organizations and concerned citizens must take
action where warranted. The plan recommends that interested citizens and organizations come together to collectively
work on selected community projects.
An initiative called Create Buckhannon
is in its early stages of being formed to
take such collective action. Create Buckhannon is an outgrowth of Create West
Virginia, which assists local citizen
groups in helping them make their communities more prosperous, creative, livable communities. Simply said, Create
Buckhannon is a group of empowered
citizens working together to make Buckhannon a better place to live, work and
play. Helping existing groups preserve
the community’s rich cultural heritage is
a natural fit for Create Buckhannon
Actions to Date : A group of interested
community members would like to save
the Latham House by restoring the exterior in keeping with restoration guidelines and enhancing the interior of the
property
for adaptive reuse by the community. A
letter was written to John C. Allen, Jr.,
the current owner of the property. C.J.
Rylands has talked with Mr. Allen and he
is amenable in donating the property if
we present a restoration and future use
plan that is acceptable to him. Experts

condition to be restored. For example,
the roof has been maintained for the
years and is in good condition to protect
the interior and since the building was
used storage for Home Hardware for a
number of years much of the interior was
largely unchanged, not well taken care
of, but unchanged. A meeting was held
with a number of individuals including
Mary Ramey who is with the Staunton
Turnpike Alliance with nearly 20 years of
experience in marketing, administration,
and project management of such properties. Ms. Rayme has employment experience with the Baltimore Museum of Art,
Johns Hopkins University, Devon Direct
Marketing, and The Maryland Institute
College of Art. She indicated interest in
the project especially with the connection
to the Staunton Turnpike (of which Main
Street Buckhannon is a part) and a Civil
War Connection. She attests it is well
within the realm of interest for federal
grants.  We have learned that an architectural plan exists for the restoration of
the building based on the work of Michael Gioulis, Historical Preservation
Consultant in Sutton, West Virginia.
Vision of what could be: The Latham
House is one of the community’s prize
historical buildings. As much is possible
it has been restored to its original architectural state. The exterior and surrounding grounds showcases the cultural image
of early Buckhannon and seamlessly fits
with a well designed park and farmers
market. This once vacant, abandoned
property is alive with activity as the
building now houses a community welcome center and a local heritage museum, which includes the area’s rich
Civil War history. The House is also
home to the Chamber of Commerce,
Strawberry Festival office, and other
community minded activities.
Article submitted by Matthew Gillespie
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FACT OR FICTION
Dear Tonya and all, I have attached the email missive with the attachments I received from the
Federal Generals Corp regarding an event in 2011 in Harrison County WV. This is all the info I
have at the time. The attachments include a cover letter and registration/contract form for reenactors. My understanding is that this is supposed to be a living history event celebrating the
150th anniversary of West Virginia's entry into the War. The Federal Generals Corp is a living
history group. Their web site is www.federalgeneralscorp.com If I find out any more info on
this event, I will pass it on. In the meantime, if anyone knows the organizer, Connie Poe of
Bridgeport/Clarksburg, you may wish to contact her and report to the others what you might
find out. It sounds on paper as if it might be a good event if it comes off as promoted. It might
help the WVRA in raising some funds, interest and might result in new members over time. Always at your service, Abby

Hear Ye ! Hear Ye ! We need More Recruits Did You Know?…..
.This

is more on a series of ideas
that would be, as Tony the Tiger
for recruiting. Tag Ireland: I have says, Grrrrrrreat!!!
an idea on recruiting. Have a type
of scholarship program via high
school history classes that sponsor
a letter of interest contest, with the
letters being written by the student
interested. Their parent, guardian
or a person willing to sponsor that
student that will be responsible for
Thanks for in the kick in
that student getting to and from
the
butt to get me to relink
events. Also, possibly, a 19th cenan
old page. Our site
tury boot camp, with limitations, of
crashed the first of ten year
course. I’ve always heard how new
as our host server went out
recruits, suffered and died in the
of business and did not
first years but that’s about it. How bother to let us know so we
were they housed, trained,
lost the whole site. I slowly
equipped, etc. Also if someone
am rebuilding it as I get recould point me in the direction of
quests for info. The link
some good reading on that subject
http://www.wvra.org/
For timely discussions about
CW events, clothing, firearms,
and yes, even personalities in
the hobby,
Go To
www.authenticcampaigner.com

page12.html will take you
straight to the equipment
page and links to several
Sutlers to buy your stuff
from. Come join us at our
next event and we will out
fit you so you can try it out.

Or www.cwreenactors.com

Tim Glaser

….thorns were used in place of
sewing pins
…..varioloid was a form of small pox
…..sassafrass tea was believed to be a
cure all, blood thinner, energy elixir,
and purge for small pox.
…..festivals in town to welcome your
soldiers were common and were
usually oxen or pig roast and barn
dances.
…..ink was made from crimson sap
of gall-oak nuts.
…..men carried locks of their
children’s hair in their wallets or
they were weaved into chains for
their watches.
…..women made havelocks and
haversacks for the men.
…...gooseberry and elderberry wine
was very popular.
…...soldiers aid in the South was
called Southern Ladies Relief Corp.
…..persimmon beer was popular and
persimmon seeds were used for
buttons.
…..lard and grease was saved in pans
and rags were used as wicks.
Information from Godeys Book, The Blue and the
Gray, Old Farmers Almanac, Heroines of Dixie,
and Women of the South in War Times.

Submitted by Tonya Daft
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THE MINT JULEP
While looking for some old-fashion
recipes Jack and I stumbled upon this
recipe for mint julep and I thought it
was so entertaining that I just had to
share it with you. ENJOY !

The Mint Julep, a distinctive
Southern drink, popular in the
ante bellum South right up
through modern times, is a mixture of water, sugar, mint leaves
and, above all, bourbon whiskey.
While it can be purchased today in
modern drinking establishments in
the South, those served there bear
little resemblance to those served
in the home. The serving of this
elixir to family and guests on a hot
summer afternoon was, and is, accomplished with the greatest fanfare and flourish to show respect
for those receiving it. It is as much
of a ceremony as it is a drink. The
following is a copy of a letter from
Lieutenant General Simon Bolivar
Buckner, Jr., USA [(VMI-1906,
West Point-1908) killed on Okinawa June 18, 1945] to Major
General William D. Connor,
[Superintendent of the United
States Military Academy at West
Point] dated March 30, 1937.
Buckner Jr. was the son of General Simon Bolivar Buckner of the
Confederate army who surrendered Fort Donelson to General
Grant, thus giving Grant his nickname of "Unconditional Surrender" Grant. This letter clearly
demonstrates the esteem in which
a "Mint Julep" is held.

Thank

you very much

My Dear General Connor:
Your letter requesting my formula
for mixing mint juleps leaves me in
the same position in which Captain
Barber found himself when asked
how he was able to carve the image of an elephant from a block of
wood. He said that it was a simple
process consisting merely of whittling off the part that didn't look like
an elephant.
The preparation of the quintessence of gentlemanly beverages
can be described only in like terms.
A mint julep is not a product of a
formula. It is a ceremony and must
be performed by a gentleman possessing a true sense of the artistic,
a deep reverence for the ingredients and a proper appreciation of
the occasion. It is a rite that must
not be entrusted to a novice, a statistician nor a Yankee. It is a heritage of the Old South, and emblem
of hospitality, and a vehicle in
which noble minds can travel together upon the flower-strewn
paths of a happy and congenial
thought.
So far as the mere mechanics of
the operation are concerned, the
procedure, stripped of its ceremonial embellishments, can be described as follows:
Go to a spring where cool, crystalclear water bubbles from under a
bank of dew-washed ferns. In a
consecrated vessel, dip up a little
water at the source. Follow the
stream thru its banks of green
moss and wild flowers until it
broadens and trickles thru beds of
mint growing in aromatic profusion
and waving softly in the summer
breeze. Gather the sweetest and
tenderest shoots and gently carry
them home. Go to the sideboard
and select a decanter of Kentucky
Bourbon distilled by a master hand,
mellowed with age, yet still vigorous and inspiring. An ancestral
sugar bowl, a row of silver goblets,
some spoons and some ice and
you are ready to start.
Into a canvas bag pound twice as
much ice as you think you will
need. Make it fine as snow, keep it
dry and do not allow it to degenerate into slush. Into each goblet, put

AUG 2009

a slightly heaping teaspoonful of granulated sugar, barely cover this with spring
water and slightly bruise one mint leaf
into this, leaving the spoon in the goblet.
Then pour elixir from the decanter until
the goblets are about one-fourth full. Fill
the goblets with snowy ice, sprinkling in
a small amount of sugar as you fill. Wipe
the outside of the goblets dry, and embellish copiously with mint.
Then comes the delicate and important
operation of frosting. By proper manipulation of the spoon, the ingredients are
circulated and blended until nature, wishing to take a further hand and add another of its beautiful phenomena, encrusts the whole in a glistening coat of
white frost.
Thus harmoniously blended by the deft
touches of a skilled hand, you have a
beverage eminently appropriate for honorable men and beautiful women.
When all is ready, assemble your guests
on the porch or in the garden where the
aroma of the juleps will rise heavenward
and make the birds sing. Propose a worthy toast, raise the goblets to your lips,
bury your nose in the mint, inhale a deep
breath of its fragrance and sip the nectar
of the gods.
Being overcome with thirst, I can write
no further.

Please pay your dues. It is
extremely important to pay
your dues on time. They are
what keeps the WVRA
established and the
Dispatch running. So please
pay your dues .
And remember to recruit.
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Claim your Ancestor’s Civil War Medals
Submitted by Garth Lindley from
the Dominion Post……
West Virginia still has about 4,000
medals available for the descendants
of Union soldiers who earned them
during the Civil War. The medals
are all that remain of an order for
26,000 medals for veterans that the
state placed just after the war, Division of Culture and History historian
Greg Carroll said. While several
states struck medals after the war,
West Virginia is one of the few that
has any left. “We have a very rare
collection of medals here because
they’re the real thing,” Carroll said.
“They were not made for the veterans’ camps or parades years after
the war. They were designed in 1866

and delivered in 1887. These are
originals, not the much cheaper medals you may see in old photos, where
soldiers have ribbons they were given
for parades.” Each remaining medals
bears the name of a veteran and his
military unit. Most are for an honorable discharge. Some are for soldiers
who died from disease or wounds. The
rarest are for soldiers killed in battle,
Carroll said. “These have an exciting
battle scene of an officer leading soldiers in a charge.” Many of the remaining medals were for black soldiers and remain unclaimed because
of lack of documentation.
“Oftentimes, these were escaped
slaves, or relatives have a difficult
time proving a relationship to the veteran,“ Carroll said.

The medals can be distributed to descendants who submit official documentation proving their relationship,
such as census records. Descendants
seeking a medal must submit an application, documentation and $30 to the
state. The state archives has a list of

Hats-off, Kudos, Hurrah, and just an old-fashion
down home from the HEART…... THANK YOU!!!!!!
Jack and Tonya Daft for allowing
me to participate in the Rowlesburg and Philippi re-enactment. I
really enjoyed learning about our
history and how they fought and
lived back then. Thanks again for
suiting me up so I could participate. And thank you everyone for
allowing me to participate.
Future member Charlie Morrison
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Excellent Newsletter!!!
If you have it in Word then I can
convert to PDF for the website.
Tim Glaser
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Got the newsletter yesterday when
I returned from Pennsylvania.
Great job. Appreciate your efforts
to keep everyone informed.
Chuck Critchfield
Tonya,

I would like to thank you for putting together a great newsletter. The
only problem with it is, now you
have to keep up the GOOD JOB!.
Porter Stiles
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Great newsletter!!!!
Lynne ‘Tag’ Ireland
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Tonya,
thanks for a very nice newsletter.
I will try to give you something to
print latter on.
OLD BILL……..Bill Snyder
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
On behalf of the First West Virginia
Volunteer Infantry, I would like to
thank Peter Baxter for his donation
of a sack coat, cartridge box and
waist belt to the unit's spare uniform
collection. We hope to use it to outfit new members or prospective

members. Thanks to Mark Tennant for bringing the extra uniform
and accoutrements to Rich Mountain to outfit his grandson - who
did an excellent and safe job his
first time out.
Chuck Critchfield, Captain Commanding
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Newspaper articles submitted by Garth Lindley

WVRA FAMILY TIDBITS
      
      
    

   
     
      
       
    
     
     
   

     
     

Reminder please
send me your
information for the
directory list of
WVRA members if
you have not already
done so. Need
name. address, unit
you are with, phone,
email and web sites.
rebeld4h@yahoo.

AUG 2009

THANKS A MILLION
From the Bottom of My Southern Heart
It has been a pleasure to serve you as your newsletter editor. But I cannot do it by myself therefore, I
want to thank, Jack Daft, Tag Ireland, Matt Gillespie,
Chuck Critchfield, Bill Snyder, Tim Glaser, Peter
and Phyllis Baxter, Garth Lindley, Porter Stiles, Neil
Randolph, and Abby Reynolds, for all their help,
support, and news articles for your WVRA newsletter. And I really thank all of you that have sent wonderful compliments about the newsletter. But alas I
cannot take full credit because I had a great mentor
when Jack and I first joined the WVRA. Peter Baxter
really knew how to put together a newsletter, and
every month you fought over who got to read it first.
Thanks Peter for Teaching me through your wonderful newsletters. I also want to thank everyone involved in the great weekend at Rich Mountain. As
always you did a great job. And J.R. Moore a large
hurrah for showing up with your cannon. We miss
you and Deb. And we missed Jeff Snyder . Just not
the same without Jeff. Take Care everyone and be
safe until we meet again. …....Tonya
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Here you have it!!! PROOF that there was sunshine
at Rowlesburg School of the Soldier. The Good Ole’
Boys pose for a shot . Name the Gentlemen at the beginning in the front row and you are the winner this
month. Mystery Gentlemen, Jim Ulman, Ken Connell,
Back row Chuck Critchfield, Mark Tennant, Tag Ireland, and Jim Barnes. Picture was taken by Bill ‘Old
Bill’ Snyder and submitted by Lynn ‘Tag’ Ireland.

Welcome to the WVRA Family
MODERN DAY TELEGRAM LETTERS

Hi Tim,
I was the guy at the reenactment asking about the
musket. I just wanted to say how much I enjoyed
the weekend. I found your comments and narration through the battle very informative and you
really added a lot to the experience.
l will be getting a musket. Because I have an ancestor in the 25th Va at the Battle of Rich Mountain (actually I had a number of relatives there),
they asked me to come back in 2 years and play
some kind of part (not a reenactor). But I want to
be decked out appropriately with all the right
clothes and gear. I was hoping you would be able
to help me some with that.
Thanks again,
Andy Simmons
513-705-9444
3415 Carol Ann Lane
Middletown, OH 45044

Welcome Abigail Elizabeth Reynolds and her sister
Carol Crawford Rowe who portray Jane Cunningham
Croly, Civil War Correspondent and Reverend
Antoinette Brown Blackwell. Whose ordination occurred in 1850. They both are happy to engage in first
persons at events and are willing to participate in
school programs . We shall see future Civil War correspondents from portrayed Jane Cunningham Croly aka
Abigail Elizabeth Reynolds in future newsletters. Her
first person information and pamphlet is included in
this newsletter and recent correspondent editorials
about the Civil War front.
Carol Crawford Rowe’s first person and information
will be in the next news letter. Welcome aboard and
keep up the GREAT Work in the Civil War Effort!
Thank You and Congratulations to the Ladies of the Barbour
Grays for their answer to the question in the July Newsletter.
The lady on the end at the Philippi Fashion Show was

Tim replied with WVRA web address and sutler

Maxine Kisner.
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WVRA July Secretary Notes
From Rich Mountain
Submitted by substitute secretary Tonya Daft
Vice President Mark Tennant opened the meeting at
Rich Mountain at 1:30. Meeting was held under fly at
his tent. Tim Glaser moved to dispense of the Secretary
Report due to no meeting last month (June) at Philippi.
May secretary notes were in the newsletter. Chuck
Critchfield second. Chuck moved to dispense of the
Treasurer report . Tim Glaser seconded. Treasurer Porter Stiles was absent due to illness. Unit meetings were
conducted. Discussion on the group that is wanting to
pay $300 for individual Civil War first person impressions and presentations. Members worried that it might
be a scam. They will check with Hunter Lesser for more
information. (More info on this in the newsletter).
Tonya Daft on behalf of Phyllis Baxter thanked everyone and the WVRA for all their support to the Rich
Mountain Event and explained that Phyllis could not be
there in person to thank them due to the meeting being
the same time as the Ladies Tea. Discussion on Cedar
Creek, Laurel Hill, Bulltown, and Bellington. Chuck
Critchfield asked about the changes on Stonewall Jackson Jubilee. Informed that all the board members of the
jubilee were changed. Discussion on the Jubilee most
members love the event and would support it with the
2nd. Discussion on a new dismounted Calvary group
wanting to join the WVRA. Members discussed that the
rules were they would have to join the unit that was already established. Tonya stated that in 1998 or 96 that
they voted to fold the umbrella and focus on the groups
and units that were already established. Mark requested
a set of the by-laws. Discussion was made on meeting
and if we needed one in August. Tonya stated that we
had too many things that needed taken care of like the
Christmas Dinner so we MUST have a meeting soon so
things can be decided and plans can be made. Next
meeting Saturday August 1. At Weston Steakhouse.
Mark will call and arrange the room. Neil brought up
that we need Treasurer report and secretary report at the
meeting others agreed. Tonya stated that even if they
could not make the meeting if they would just send it to
her for the newsletter then everyone would have the reports at the meeting. Other discussion on Executive
members not making the meetings. Tonya stated that
she still did not know the outcome for the ballot for the
Christmas Dinner. She and several others sent their ballots in. A vote on the dinner was taken at the meeting
Catered dinner at WV Weslyn (5), Beverly covered Dish
old fashion dinner (1). Mark will check with Matt on
ballots that were sent in. Those that sent in ballots did
not vote. Discussion on the PO Box and did anyone
check it for the ballots? Mark will check with President
Gillespie. Others wanted to know why we needed that
PO Box and Tim Glaser explained the need was for the
501C Corporation Address.
Meeting Adjourned.
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