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Grafton National Cemetery Lantern

June 19-21 Woodsfield, Ohio
*****
June
19-21
Folk Festival, Glenville
Old Bedford Village, PA *****
JULY 10-12
RICH
MOUNTAIN
Meeting
Saturday Afternoon

*****
July
17-19 Laurel Hill
*****
July 24-26 Assault on
Allegheny, Bartow
*****
August
14-16
White Sulpher Springs *****
September 11-13
Carnifax Ferry
******
September 11-13 Romney
******
September 18-20 Marietta. OH &
Grantville
*****
September 25-27
Chief
Logan State Park *****
October 9-11 Bulltown
*****
DECEMBER 5
Civil
War Meeting & Dinner
*********************************
Check Out Our Web Site at:

www.wvra.org

by Jim Barnes
On Friday, May 22,
2009, I took part in
the annual lantern
tour organized by
Mark Tennant. This
tour focuses on the
many Union soldiers
buried in the
Grafton National
Cemetery located on
the south side of
downtown Grafton
(not the new cemetery at Pruntytown a
few miles away). For
this year’s tour, we
had excellent
weather; a nice
turnout of reenactors, consisting

of 4 civilian and
ten military personnel and a crowd of
around 100 interested spectators.
The program began
just before dark and
consisted of opening
remarks by Mark,
followed by a historical presentations including one
by Sylvia Hayhurst
on mourning customs
of the Civil War era
and a presentation
by noted local historian and writer
Hunter Lesser.
Mark then commenced
the tour by leading
the crowd to the
graves of a number
of soldiers he has
researched and discussing each individual’s particular
history by the light
of lanterns held by
two re-enactors assisting him. Appropriate music was
provided by bugler

John Wible from
Youngwood, PA.
As usual, the program was interesting and wellreceived by the
crowd. All the
participants should
feel some pride in
a job well done.
Mark in particular,
has put
a lot of work into
this project and
has come up with a
very impressive
small event.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Check out more from

WVRA Reminders...Dues…..Newsletter Deadlines
Articles, pictures, or information to be included in the
Trans-Allegheny Dispatch
MUST be emailed by AUG
15 to rebeld4h@yahoo.com
*****
Or mailed by AUG 10 to:
Jack & Tonya Daft
479 Plum Run Road
Mannington WV 26582

DUES NEED TO BE PAID
BY MARCH EVERY YEAR
WVRA Membership dues is
$15 per year, FAMILY dues
are $25. ( both includes Dispatch Subscription)
DISPATCH only $10 per
year, mail to : TREASURER
Porter Stiles
1258 Bell Run Road
Fairmont WV 26554
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Just My View
From WVRA Dispatch Editor Tonya Daft

To my WVRA Family I just want to
say Thank You for believing in me
and bestowing the honor, support
and trust of electing me as your
Editor of the WVRA TransAllegheny Dispatch. For those of
you that know me, those of you that
don’t and for those of you that
probably wish you did not know
me, I will do my very best and take
great pride in providing you with
the latest news, events, humor,
opinions, pictures, and over-all information of our WVRA Family. I
for one hope to offer something of
interest to each individual reader.
I sent out an email asking for updates on scheduled events, things
that need voted on, history, ideas
that need tossed around, recipes,
helpful hints to make reenacting a
little easier , blogs and web addresses, thank you,
stories, event articles, and various
other WVRA information…... And
as always you came through with
flying colors. Boy did you ever...I
found out various things from
everyone. We (WVRA members)
would like to promote better relations and communications among
the WVRA Family and to extend
these communications throughout
our brother and sister organizations. In the past the hardships in
the lack of event participation and
poor communication has been on
every ones’ mind. Numerous
WVRA members wish to remedy
that condition. And as your dutiful,
dedicated servant I hope that I can
help. A lot of the membership has

requested that the treasurer report,
secretary notes, election results, event
schedules, updated list of membership with address, phone and email,
be added to our newsletter. And
they wanted to see an approximate
time for the meetings and the place
that we are having them if they are at
an reenactment. They also stated that
the place should be neutral and have
tables and or chairs if possible so you
did not have to bring these things
with you to the meeting. The main
concern was that several showed up
at Philippi and could not find the
meeting place or the exact time of the
meeting. Some who could not participate in the re-enactment made a special trip to
Philippi just for the meeting. We all
should go out of our way to make
sure everyone is informed of our
meetings, especially if they are at
actual events. We need to encourage
everyone to attend the meetings, and
if they cannot find the location and
time of the meetings how can they
attend them? We also need to make
sure information is provided to the
membership concerning the WVRA
and the events. So please remember
the WVRA Trans-Allegheny Dispatch
is YOUR newsletter . It belongs to
the WVRA family membership, therefore we need your stories, opinions
(and be nice), humor, helpful hints
and most important INFORMATION , INFORMATION. Just remember we have 10 newsletters so keep
the news coming. I cannot put in the
newsletter what I do not know, so
please pass me a line and please remember if you send pictures send
one at a time and send in JPEG or
smaller. Or if it is an article please
send in WORD. I am still on Turtle

WVRA FAMILY TIDBITS
A special get well wish goes
out to Bill Snyder . One of
the founders of the WVRA.
Bill recently suffered a broken bone in his foot again.
We wish you a very speedy
recovery. Want to send your

own get well wishes his
phone is 304 624-5432 email is
papawbb@webtv.net or mail
to
Bill Snyder
302 Hedge Street
Clarksburg WV 26301-3142

JULY 2009

Internet so download is very S L
O W. Remember deadline is the
15th of every month. And if you
mail it to me you MUST send it by
the 10th of every month, in order
for me to get it before the deadline.
There is after all a reason for deadlines and those that know me know
that I am a big believer and enforcer of deadlines. This also will
be the last time that I pass on information about what others want
without stating who requested it.
So if you write your opinion to me
expect it to be subtitled with your
name in the next newsletter. I want
everyone’s opinion, but please understand you must be willing to
put your name on it. Also a reminder (nasty, name calling, derogatory, abusive remarks, and
over all trash will not be printed) .
Lets all try to make the newsletter
the information center for our
events, our meetings, and other
Civil War organizational information. Encourage re-enacting by
making things a little easier for
everyone by providing the information needed to participate.
This said I need the minutes from
WVRA Meeting at Philippi, updates and information from individual WVRA groups (Infantry,
Calvary, Civilian, Artillery) and
information on any events in
August, September, and October
please.
*****************************************

Diane Tennant is
looking for quilt
patterns of the
WV
Lily and WV Star
Please Contact her at
Diane1wv@cs.com
304 363-0935

JULY 2009
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Did You Know?…..

Photo submitted by Bill Donegan. May 2009 Philippi Fashion Show. Terry Riffle, Sylvia Hayhurst, Bill
Donegan, Lindsey Bracie, Kelly Bracie. Win the question of the week tell us the first and last name of the
young lady on the end. You could be a WINNER!

Hear Ye ! Hear Ye ! We need More Recruits

It has been foremost on every ones’
mind. We need more recruits! It was
suggested by Bill Snyder that we pass
out pamphlets to history school teachers in our areas about the WVRA and
how to become a member and volunteer to do presentations at area
schools for educational purposes. And
we should have a running list of people that are willing to do these presentations at events, schools, and
clubs. Bill fills that once we get the
youth involved the parents will follow. And we need to start at a young
age. Dave Ubanks, Tonya Daft , Neil
Randolph, and Bill Snyder also mentioned having a Civil War Camp,
where youth could sign up for a week
or a weekend of Civil War Era fun
and education. Tonya offered the Marion County 4-H Camp and Chelly offered Rich Mountain. Both of these

would be fabulous places and we
need to start now. We could also
rotate and every year have it at a
different place in WV that way you
promote Civil War in that area
and you recruit people from all
over WV. But we really need to get
started and promote this before
our group is left behind. Other organizations have already started
this type of promotion and we
should also, after all we have two
places to start with which will give
us two years to find other places to
hold a Civil War recruitment
camp. It can be done and should be
very exciting for both the new prospective recruits and for us old

This will be your last
newsletter if you do not rush

For timely discussions about
CW events, clothing, firearms,
and yes, even personalities in
the hobby,
Go To
www.authenticcampaigner.com

the important stuff you soon

Or www.cwreenactors.com

will be missing.

out and pay your dues
today!! Just think about all

……..Tomato catsup was invented in
1792 ?
……..cole slaw hit the recipe books in
1792 ?
…….in 1792 a bakery in
Massachusetts started the first
commercially baked cracker known
as hard tack? In 1900 this bakery
was known as Nabisco.
…….The Gas stove was invited in
1850, but was not widely used until
1900? It was thought to be
extravagant and dangerous.
…….vanilla extract was widely used in
1840 for cooking, ladies perfume, and
insect control?
…….that cream of tartar was invented
in 1850 ?
…….that baking powder appeared in
the 1860’s ?
…….hair jewelry was widely used
from 1790-1870 and was also known
as mourning jewelry?
……..some cloth that women used for
dresses included black velvet, matese
lace, muslin, silk, chine stripes,
poplin, cashmere, taffeta, satin,
moire, barege, mull crepe,
Kerseymere, cambric, broadcloth,
cotton, tulle, and Georgia cassimere?
…….at Antietam the nurses and
surgeons were reduced to using corn
husks and leaves for bandages?
…….parched cornmeal was used to
make coffee?
……..shoes were scarce and soon had
to be made from squirrel skins,
canvas, old felt hats, plaited shucks
that were weave together, and
knitted slippers. Soles were made
from wood?
Information from Godeys Book, The Blue and the
Gray, Old Farmers Almanac, Heroines of Dixie,
and Women of the South in War Times.

Submitted by Tonya Daft
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THANKS A MILLION
From the Bottom of My Southern Heart

JULY 2009

At the time of press, a

Hats-off, Kudos, Hurrah, and just an old-fashion down home
from the HEART THANK YOU!!!!!!

possibility of some unforeseen

Goes out to Neil Randolph, Jim Barnes, Jack Daft, Sylvia Hayhurst, Bill Donegan, Tim Glaser, Chuck Critchfield, Diane Tennant, Porter Stiles, Roy Shreve, Chelly Depp, Bill Snyder, Peter
and Phyllis Baxter, for all the help, input, support, outstanding
patience, and contributions to provide us with this newsletter
and the WVRA pamphlets. Neil, I really appreciate all the work,
information and time you provided me in making this an easy
turn over as the newsletter editor. Your articles, support, and
time provided towards the WVRA news letter will not be forgotten. And we ALL appreciate your dedication. Porter and Roy
thank you so much for coming through with the WVRA pamphlets they will be greatly appreciated at all our events and
school presentations. And hopefully we can recruit some new soldiers and civilians. I also want to take the time to thank our
founding fathers of the WVRA Bill Snyder, Tag Ireland, and Mike
Phillips, thanks to you we have this fabulous group that we can
learn, teach, play, and enjoy each others company. Our hats are
off to you , Thank you to the Baxters who have been there every
step of the way teaching others about the Civil War, working on
saving Rich Mountain, and providing delightful music and dance
at our Civil War Balls you really are praised.

was being reviewed for Rich

changes in the train schedule

Mountain. For more
information please check out
the web site at www.wvra.org
or www.richmountain.org
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WEST VIRGINIA RE-ENACTORS
A SS O C I A T I O N
REENACTING THE ERA OF THE AMERICAN
CIVIL WAR

WVRA Meeting July
11 2009

Rich

Mountain

After-

noon TBA

Please let

this be the last time our
meetings are to be announced

www.wvra.org
JULY 2009 ISSUE
The opinions expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect any official view of the
WVRA or its members.

The Trans-Allegheny Dispatch
c/o Tonya Daft , Editor
479 Plum Run Road
Mannington , WV 26582

