


DISPATCH 

The  Off ic ial  Newsletter of  The  WVRA 

 DUES MUST BE PAID BY 
MARCH EVERY YEAR  

WVRA Individual      
Membership dues are $15  

FAMILY dues are $25 
printed newsletter is $15      

mail to :  
WVRA  TREASURER 
Chuck Critchfield  
608 Skyview Drive 

Clarksburg WV 26301  

Check Out Our Web Site  
at:  

www.wvra.org 
Web Masters   Donnie Stewart &      

Lisa Johnson  
West Virgina  Reenactors 

 Association is now on  Facebook 

Calendar of Events                      

Gettysburg                
July 6-8         

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Beverly Heritage Days 

JULY 13-15 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Aug 3-5  
2nd BullRun/
Manassas, VA 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Aug 17-19 

Battle of Dry Creek 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
DROOP MOUNTAIN  

OCT 12-14 WVRA Reminders...Dues…..Newsletter Deadlines  

Articles, pictures, dates,         
information to be included in 

the Trans-Allegheny        
Dispatch MUST be emailed 

by JULY  15 to                     
rebeld4h@yahoo.com 

***** 
Or mailed by JULY 10 to:  

Jack & Tonya Daft  
479 Plum Run Road 

 Mannington WV 26582     

WVRA pamphlets 

are available. 

Please help recruit 

new members!   

       WVRA School of the Soldier 
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Rich Mountain Battlefield 
Foundation / Historic Beverly 
Preservation 
PO Box 227 Beverly, WV 26253 
304-637-7424 
terry@beverlyheritagecenter.org.             
www.historicbeverly.org 

A large salute and heartfelt thank you goes out to everyone that has supported and 
contributed to the WVRA DISPATCH  for the month of  JULY: Thank You Chuck 
Critchfield, Jack & Tonya Daft, Gerald Swick, Dora Grubb, Mark Tennant, Brian 
Castro, John Ziolkowski, Jim Barnes, Tim Glaser, Ken Holbert, Hunter Lesser, Jodi 
Burnsworth., Ron Gaskins, Terry Hackney 

IMPORTANT : The WVRA Dispatch needs pictures & articles on 
anything else the membership has participated in. We also need 
Civil War articles & information. Please send pictures in JPEG 

format to rebeld4h@yahoo.com 

For your sewing needs contact Seamstresses:  
Lisa Johnson at 304-365-4328 or queendurst2000@yahoo.com  

Diane Tennant at 304-363-0935  or  diane1wv@yahoo.com 

Need Sutler Information and Civil War Equipment  go to WWW.WVRA.ORG  

                SOME WEB SITE INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CIVIL WAR 
www.wvculture.org   for WV History 
http://www.wvculture.org/history/medals.html  for ancestry  info & medals 
www.labelle-femme.com  women’s clothing 
Reenactorpost.com 
http://www.shasta.com/suesgoodco/newcivilians/index.htm  civilian info 
Southernheritage411.com   Southern Heritage 
http://suvcw.org/   Sons of Union Veterans  
www.civilwartrails.com  Civil War Trails in WV   
http://www.frontiernet/~firstwvcav/  1st WV Cavalry 
www.wv150.com  Civil War Events in WV 150th 
www.pawv.org/civilwar150/index.htm  Preservation Alliance in WV 
http://wvtourism.com/minisites/civilwar.aspx  
http://www.civilwar150.wv.gov 

For timely discussions about CW events, cloth-
ing, firearms, and yes, even personalities in the 
hobby,  Go To  www.authenticcampaigner.com Or    

www.cwreenactors.com    

NOTE TO PARTICIPANTS…. WE TRY TO 
LIST VARIOUS EVENTS ON OUR WEB SITE. 
THAT DOES NOT MEAN THAT THE WVRA 
MEMBERS ARE THE PEOPLE IN CHARGE 
OF THOSE EVENTS, SO IF YOU HAVE 
PROBLEMS PLEASE CONTACT THE HOST 
OF THAT EVENT.  WE HAVE NO CONTROL 
IN SETTING THEIR DATES FOR THEIR 
EVENTS  NOR CAN WE PROVIDE INFO FOR 
THAT EVENT IF WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED 
IT.  IF WE HAVE THE INFORMATION IN 
TIME WE WILL PASS IT ON TO YOU ASAP 

GOOD NEWS for AUG: Happy Birthday  Tim Glaser Aug 5, Bill ‘Beal’ Brisendine 
Aug 10, Jay Allman Aug 12, Kevin Mullenax  Aug 15.  
  
SAD NEWS: Bill Snyder’s Father passed away  prayers are with the family 

    WVRA OFFICERS 
 
President.....Brian Castro 
201 Buffalo Street 
Elkins WV 26241 
505 977-7103 
cloverbjc@yahoo.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Vice  President 
William Snyder 
302 Hedge Street 
Clarksburg WV 26301 
304-624-5432 
pappawbb@webtv.net 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Secretary.....Jack Daft 
479 Plum Run Road  
Mannington WV 26582 
304-825-6103 
rebeld4h@yahoo.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Treasurer  
Chuck Critchfield  
608 Skyview Drive 
Clarksburg WV 26301  
 304-623-5836  
ccritch608@yahoo.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Newsletter Editor 
Tonya Daft  
479 Plum Run Road 
Mannington WV 26582 
304-825-6103 
rebeld4h@yahoo.com 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Web Masters: Donnie 
Stewart & Lisa Johnson 
Donnie 304-986-2207 or 
Lisa 304-365-4328   
60 East Park MH Village 
Fairmont WV 26554 
       www.wvra.org  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Union Rep: Mark Tennant 
304-363-0935  
CSA .Rep: Tag Ireland 
304-669-6077 
Artillery Rep: Sam Kraftt 
304-269-7658 
Calvary Rep: John Brasuk 
304-363-5918 
TASAS Rep:   
Lisa Johnson304-365-4328 
                   or 
Tonya Daft 304-825-6103 
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I'm an up-and-coming filmmaker and I'm hoping to shoot a trailer for a movie hopefully on Aug 11th, 2012. The trailer will be shot in the 
Martinsburg, WV area. This is a non-union, gig and actors will get copy and credit, and meals, for the duration of the shoot. Gas and pay 
can be discussed. I'm still locking in the location, and I'm in need of actors to portray Confederate soldiers in an audience. Only one or two 
of the actors will have a line of dialogue. I'm looking for actors who have the Confederate uniform from around the year 1861. If there 
aren't any actors who could help me with my production, where would I locate authentic civil war costumes in the West Virgina, VA DC, or 
MD area? 
Hi Tonya, Thanks for getting back to me about my production. The shooting date is August 11th and will be shooting in the Apollo Theater 
in Martinsburg, WV. The call time is still being worked out but it will probably be from around 9 am to around noon; however the date is 
locked.  The shooting might even finish shooting earlier. I'm in need of people who have Confederate costumes from 1861 who will be in the 
audience of the theater as patrons. I'm looking for as many people as possible to fill up the seats. Three of the actors will have a small line 
of dialog. The production is a trailer called Little Blues Boy and it's a drama. I've attached a copy of the script to give you a better feel for 
the project. If anyone is interested a small pay can be discussed. Actors will also get a credit at the end of the trailer as well as lunch, and 
gas. If it would be possible, could interested person send an email with a photograph of  themselves in their uniforms to the email address 
below. And also, it would be great if interested parties would include in the email whether or not they would like to be     
considered for the speaking roles of: Man, Voice#1 and Voice#2.  Thanks,  Joanna Renita Terry                               
Mother Moses Productions, LLC                        MotherMosesProductions@yahoo.com 

hope everyone had a good Mother's Day this past sunday.  
just a reminder that 150th Lewisburg is this weekend if anyone wants to attend. $12. i will be there.  
also it seems Gettysburg dates for this year have changed. according to the website below it is July7-9 for those 
who wish to attend. Also registration for the 150th of Gettysburg opens August 1st. so mark your calenders for 
that. should be getting more info on Beverly Heritage days and Philippi soon.  keep your powder dry. -Brian   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Below is a request from someone wanting more info on 25th VA. Please answer his email listed below and 
not me. Thanks a Million Tonya                                                                                                                   
my great great-grandfather was Christian Andrick. i am trying to find out which outfit he was with during the 
civil war. his headstone says 25th virginia infentry, i have found other documents that say 31st virginia infentry. 
he was from phillippi WVA, Bourbour county. would by chance have any rosters to either of these units that i 
could get a copy of or atleast know where i may obtain one   williamandrick@hotmail.com 
He is not in my book on the 25th/9 th Battalion but I do not have a copy of the 31st…..Tim Glaser 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Tonya, Talked to Terry at Rich Mt and he said they will be happy to have the event on May 3-5 
2013. Where we can do both SoS and the Gala Ball as 2013 should be a busy year. The ball can 
function as a fund raiser for the locals (RM|HB). Details to be worked out later. So I guess it 
needs to go on what ever ballot we need to put it on. I will also talk to Phyllis. Also heard from 
Greg and he is going to be our Sgt. for the 25th. Thanks, Tim  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Hello,  We are hosting the Annual Fall Camporee at Antietam National Battlefield this fall on September 28-30. 
I have been having an extremely hard time finding some people to work with us in presenting living history dur-
ing the days of saturday and sunday. I personally reenact but I am only one person. If you could give me a call 
or email me about this I would be greatful.  {sorry name and email disappeared when I passed it on...Tonya}
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Hi, I just heard from Susan Foy at the Belington CVB that they have cancelled the Laurel Hill reen-
actment due to financial difficulties. She asked that we pass along the word. Thanks,  Terry 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
I am looking to purchase an Enfield rifle and was wondering if you might know of a reenactor who would have one for sale. Any help would be apprici-
ated. Thank you for your reply. I enjoy watching Civil War reenacting and did reenact at the Cold Harber reenactment in 1999. I am seriously thinking 
about reenacting again since my ancestors were in the Civil War.   Waitman Vaughan 547 Ivy St. White Sulphur Springs,WV. 24986               
Wvaram@yahoo.com 

MODERN DAY TELEGR AM 



 
 J U L Y  2 0 1 2  PAGE 4     WVR A TR ANS-ALLEGHENY DISPATCH 

W VRA SCHOOL OF THE SOLDIER AT  
PRICKET TS FORT STATE PARK   
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Jones Imboden Civil War 
Day  

 
To commemorate the April 29, 
1863 attack on Fairmont, a 
group of members from the     
Jacob's Meadow Battery along 
with volunteers from the West 
Virginia Reenactors Associa-
tion and the Women of the 
Battlefield will provide historic 
talks and demonstrations about 
the Civil War era at Pricketts 
Fort on  Saturday, April 28 
from 10 am to 4:30 pm.  
Saturday activities will include 
a School of the Soldier,        
Artillery and Weapons Firings, 

Living History, Civil War Music, and require a ticket. Regular admission 
($8 for adults, $6 for seniors, and $4 for children 6-12, Free for members 
and children 5 and under) applies. While at Pricketts Fort, ticketed visitors 
may also tour the Fort and Job Prickett House without additional charge.  

Pricketts Fort Lecture Series  
"West Virginia Women in the Civil War"  

Sunday, April 29, 2012, 2 pm  
In addition, on Sunday afternoon Dr. Connie Parks Rice will present the first in the new Pricketts Fort Lecture 
Series, speaking about "West Virginia Women in the Civil War". Dr. Rice is a Lecturer at WVU Department of 
History. She is the Assistant Editor of West Virginia History: A Journal of Regional Studies and a member of 
the Governor's West Virginia Sesquicentennial of the American Civil War Commission. Dr. Rice has done ex-
tensive research on Women and Blacks in Appalachia, the Border States, and the Upper South. Her lecture is 
free and open to the public.  
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Hi Tonya,  Would you please pass this along: 
Drew Tanner, a wet plate photographer, will participate in    
Beverly Heritage Days. He will set up on Saturday July 14 if  
anyone is interested in having their photos taken using the 
Civil War era process. 

His website is www.drewtanner.com. 
Thanks,  Terry 

New Business :  Tim Glaser      304-591-6272  Check out: Civilwarfurniture.com 

HELLO EVERYONE…..IT IS ME KEN HOLBERT. I HAVE A NEW ENFIELD FOR SALE 
WITH BAYONET AND SLING.  MADE BY AMERISPORT.  I CAN NO LONGER 
MARCH, SO I WOULD LIKE TO SELL IT FOR $500.  PLEASE LET PEOPLE KNOW IF 
YOU CAN. THANK YOU. KEN  304-986-2086  OR EMAIL  
OLDMULERIVERS@COMCAST.NET 

Tonya;  I'm planning to set up a "mock cemetery" during Beverly Heritage Days, behind the Randolph Co Hist. 
Society museum building. It will consist of 3-4 original fieldstone grave markers that the society owns (2 or 3 
Confederate, one Union). 
I plan to stand in uniform beside them, talking about the solders named on the inscriptions & the impact of their 
deaths. I'll also discuss the unmarked soldier graves still in the WV mountains, because citizens later moved the 
stones, for various reasons--like the ones that will be on display! 
It would be great to have a sentinel, armed w musket & bayonet, guarding the stones. If you know of any sol-
dier(s) Union or Confederate, who might want to be an honor guard, either for a day, or in shifts, I'd appreciate 
hearing from them. They will not have to speak to the public. I envision this as a low-key event. No stipend 
sought by me, as am a member of the Sesquicentennial Commission, but any "sentinels" that assist might qual-
ify? Thanks!  Hunter 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Hello all, As many of you know, we are having a tea and fashion show on Sunday, July 15 during 
Beverly Heritage Days. I'm looking for some more models. A few of you had interest in participat-
ing so I want to confirm that with this email. If you want to participate and/or need more details, 
please let me know. I want to have the model line up planned out ahead of time. Also, if anyone is 
interested in providing and/or helping with the tea (prep, setup, etc), let me know that as well.  
I look forward to hearing from you!  
P.S. Feel free to share this if you know others that may be interested!  
Thanks, Jodi Burnsworth , AFHA AmeriCorps  
- Beverly Heritage Center - on Facebook & www.beverlyheritagecenter.org 
- Elkins Depot Welcome Center - on Facebook & www.elkinsdepot.com 
- Elkins Farmers Market - on Facebook & www.elkinsfarmersmarket.org 

       BEVERLY HERITAGE DAYS UPDATES  
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As required by the Bylaws of the WVRA, I am making the monthy (May) report of or-
ganization finances. I will NOT be at the June meeting as I will be attending the West Vir-
ginia Special Olympics summer games with my son. Of special note, this month we in-
curred 2 website charges. Remember those charges are 28 days apart and are not monthly 
charges. This is the month of this reeancting year that 2 charges fell in the same month.  
Treasurer’s Report – West Virginia Reenactors’ Association  May 31, 2012. Reenacting 
year March 1, 2012 – Feb. 28, 2013     Note – In kind transfer of funds. Treasurer was 
given $50 in checks and cash to be converted into a $50 WVRA check donated in memory 
of Ken Connell’s mother. Note 2 - $100 donation made to  Corrick’s Ford in February 
which has not been cashed yet.  
CHUCK CRITCHFIELD - Treasurer 
Beginning Balance                   
              Last report     $4,159.34 
Income - May                
              Membership dues        $40.00 
              Dance  $80.00 
              Total Income May    $120.00                           
Expenses                       
              Website           $39.90 
              Dance  $183.33 
              Print    $13.79 
              Total Expenses March          $327.42             
               
Reenacting Year to Date                    
Income                          
              Membership dues        $175.00 
              Pocahontas County     $1,500.00 
              Dance  $80.00 
              Misc. (see note)          $50.00 
              Total Income YTD    $1,805.00                        
Expenses                        
              Website           $79.80 
              Dance  $183.83 
              Printing           $13.79 
              Misc. (see note)          $50.00 
              Total Expenses YTD $327.42                           
Ending Balance                       $4,041.92                        
Dedicated expenses                  
              Droop  $1,500.00 
              Unit monies remaining $475.00 
              Website (9 payments) $179.55 
              See note 2       $100.00 
Estimated available balance              $1,787.37 

                 MAY  TREASURER’S REPORT 

Important  not ice :  
The  trans  allegheny  
Soldiers  A id Soc iety  

needs  someone to  be  in  
charge  of  the  ladies  

tea  at  Droop 
Mountain .   Please  

contact  Tonya A SAP.   
We  can help you plan 
the  event  but  Tonya 

might  not  be  
ava i lable  for Droop 

and therefore  we need 
someone to  be  able  to  
host  the  tea .  Al so  i f  

you have  ideas  for the  
tea  let  us  know.   
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Gerald D. Swick, Clarksburg Exponent, 615-445-8949 , Once, Long Ago: May 13, 2012  
A battle erupted over veterans' pensions in the 1890s  
Today we hear many arguments over government spending on social programs such as Medicare, Social Secu-
rity, and services generally lumped under the term "welfare." In the 19th century the only "social safety net" of 
any size the federal government provided was the pension program for Union veterans of the Civil War, their 
widows and orphans.  
In an 1862 act, Congress extended pensions to all soldiers, sailors and their dependents if the veteran had been 
disabled by wounds or disease directly resulting from his military service. Similar pensions for service in earlier 
wars had been approved in the 1830s, but the Civil War produced staggering numbers who would qualify.  
Then, in 1890, veterans of the Grand Army of the Republic, possibly the largest lobbying group in the country, 
got Congress to approve the Dependent Pension Act, providing pensions for any honorably discharged Union 
veteran or his dependents if the veteran became disabled for any reason, not just as a result of his service.  
The act, funded indirectly through general taxes instead of a purpose-specific tax, dramatically multiplied the 
number of eligible recipients. Claims of fraud were raised and attempts made to reduce the pension amount or 
the number of recipients. Those who supported the Dependent Pension Act rose to defend it.  
A Clarksburg man who identified himself only as "Vet" expressed his opinions in a letter to the Wheeling Intelli-
gencer, which appeared in that paper on Apr. 22, 1893.  He found "amusing" the indignation vented against the 
act, and he knew who was complaining about pensions for veterans of the War of the Rebellion and their de-
pendents. The whiners primarily were "those whose sympathies were against the government during the war 
and men who stayed at home and made money by speculating off the government."  
Regarding the former, he said, "While such are complaining of the hundred million dollars annually appropriated 
to pay the pensions of soldiers they should pause and reflect that by the act of rebellion they caused the govern-
ment to expend five thousand million of dollars to suppress their unholy work, besides sacrificing half a million 
human lives and making a million widows and orphans."  
Veterans too infirm to earn a living "should be liberally pensioned," he felt. Besides, the pension money returned 
to the general circulation as vets and their dependents spent it, so who was being harmed?  
He recognized that "Doubtless many do draw pensions who are unworthy, but no solider who did his duty is 
unworthy."  
This letter likely had been sent in response to an editorial in the April 20 Intelligencer. The newspaper noted the 
widespread complaints that claimed people not entitled to pensions were receiving them. Those people's neigh-
bors saw no problem, it said, because, like the Clarksburg letter writer, they felt the money was being returned 
to circulation, supporting local business.  
The newspaper disagreed. Anyone who knew of such fraud was duty-bound to report it, else "the whole pen-
sion system is placed in jeopardy." It called upon GAR members to ferret out fraudulent pensioners and have 
them stricken from the rolls. "This would be a service second only to that which the men of this patriotic or-
ganization performed in the field."  
Accusations of fraud usually fell upon widows, especially young women who had married older veterans, osten-
sibly to collect the pensions upon the husband's death. Black veterans were also frequently labeled frauds. So 
were "cowards," a category that probably included those who had been found unfit for duty, those who de-
serted, etc.  
Of course, as with any government program, there was indeed abuse and fraud, but in 1906 the act was ex-
panded again to make old age a qualifying factor. Civil War pensions were paid into the mid-20th century.  
On this Memorial Day weekend, let us remember those veterans whose health and bodies were harmed in the 
course of their service. In the words of the 1893 letter writer, "no solider who did his (or her) duty is unwor-
thy."     Contact Gerald D. Swick at jagdhistory@comcast.net. Subject: O, LA column 

                      ONCE... LONG AGO 
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The Grafton National Cemetery was established in 1867 as a burial site for 
Union soldiers killed in the recent Civil War. For the last several years, Mark 
Tennant, with some sponsorship from the Spirit of Grafton committee,  has 
been organizing a lantern tour of the cemetery, and did so again this year 
on the evening of Friday,  May 25th. Mark has done extensive research into 
the soldiers buried here and much of the presentation consists of narrating 
different individual’s stories. I usually portray General John “Black Jack” 
Logan, who, as commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, ordered his 
membership to recognize Memorial Day. This paved the way for the regular 
observance of this patriotic and reverential observance. 

Several members of the West Virginia Reenactors Association turned out for 
the evening to assist with the event. The Sons of Union Veterans, Buckhan-
non Camp #49 also participated. We had beautiful weather this time out and 
about 150 appreciative spectators. While this event is a small, one evening-
only affair, it is worth taking the time to attend. Mark Tennant deserves a lot 
of credit for putting it together.  ~~~Jim Barnes 

Grafton Cemetery Lantern Tour 

Hello--I photographed the Lantern Tour in Grafton on Memorial Day weekend, and 
wanted to share the webpage with you and your organization. 
 
http://www.wvfinephotography.com/History/Civil-War-Lantern-Tour-Grafton/23226500 
_3SBbKZ#!i=1872597555&k=JTZLgSb       Thanks Ron Gaskins 

1st WV 
Infantry 
during the 
WVRA 
School of 
the 
Soldier at  
Prickett’s 
Fort.  
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Three members of the WVRA participated 
in the History Channels Documentary Hat-
field & McCoys. This was the Documentary 
filmed at Heritage Farms WV which aired 
June 2 at 3:00pm right before the Mara-
thon Mini series that starred Bill Paxton 
and Kevin Cosner.  
The Documentary that Porter Stiles, and 
Jack & Tonya Daft participated in was nar-
rated by Kevin Cosner.  
Jack Daft portrayed Jim McCoy and Porter 
portrayed  Judge Hatfield.  Tonya was a 
by-stander in several courtroom and festi-
val scenes.  
Porter is also in a documentary called “The 
Builders” and it should be airing soon.  

             WVRA MEMBERS PARTICIPATE IN 
       HATFIELD & McCOY DOCUMENTARY 

Tonya – On behalf of 
the Pricketts Fort 
Foundation, please 
thank the members of 
WVRA for their partici-
pation in Saturday’s 
event at Pricketts Fort. 
We could not do this 
event without the 
commitment of volun-
teer. Your Civil War 
knowledge and exper-
tise is much appreci-
ated. Melissa Mays   
Director Pricketts Fort 
State Park 
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