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The  Off ic ial  Newsletter of  The  WVRA 

DUES NEED TO BE PAID 
BY MARCH EVERY YEAR 
WVRA Individual Mem-

bership dues $15 per year              
FAMILY dues are $25.  
Newsletter in print  $15 

 mail to : TREASURER 
Chuck Critchfield 
608 Skyview Drive 

Clarksburg WV 26301 

Articles, pictures, or infor-
mation to be included in the 
Trans-Allegheny Dispatch 

MUST be emailed by 
 June  15 to                          

rebeld4h@yahoo.com 
***** 

Or mailed by June 10 to:  
Jack & Tonya Daft  
479 Plum Run Road 

 Mannington WV 26582     

Kicking off the Glorious 150th 
celebration of the CIVIL WAR  

WVRA pamphlets are 

available. Please help 

recruit new members! 

 Calendar of  Events  

May 7  WVRA Spring 
Gala Civil War Ball 
Christ Episcopal 
Church Clarksburg  
6:30 social 5:00 set up 
******************* 
May 27  Grafton Lan-
tern tour Grafton Na-
tional Cemetery 
******************* 
May 28  Marion 
County Julia Pierpont 
Day Marion County 
Historical Society 
***************************** 

May 13-15 Clarksburg  
Event  
June 3-5  Philippi Blue/
Gray Reunion  
June 4th WVRA 
meeting at Philippi  

Web Site at              

WWW.WVRA.ORG    

Check out West Virginia 

Reenactors Association  on 

Facebook 

WVRA Reminders...Dues…..Newsletter Deadlines  
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WVRA meeting minutes for Saturday March 5th 2011.  President Bill Brisendine called the meeting to order. 
Reading of the minutes of the last meeting were dispensed with the exception of clarification of the motion to 
charge 10% for items sold at WVRA events. The 10% charge will be applied to items sold by the WVRA sut-
lery. 
Treasurer Porter Stiles reported the present balance of the WVRA to be $2417.85. 
It was reported that some members have experienced a problem opening the ballot sent by e-mail.  A motion 
was made by Porter and seconded by Bill Snyder to hold the vote open until midnight Monday in order to 
resend the e-mail ballot.  The motion carried by a majority voice vote. Tonya reminded everyone that in the fu-
ture for everyone to remember that the ballot was also available in the newsletters on the web site.   
The floor was opened to nominations of officers for the 2011 campaign. 
There being no new nominations for President, Bill Brisendine was elected 
 There being no new nomination for Vice President; Bill Snyder was elected Vice president:   
There being no new nominations for secretary Jack Daft was elected Secretary. 
There being a contested election for Treasurer, paper ballots were passed to the members present.  After the 
ballots were counted by a neutral guest, Mike Phillips was leading Chuck Critchfield… pending receipt of ab-
sentee ballots due by midnight Monday. See April Newsletter for results.  
There being no new nominations for editor, Tonya Daft was elected Editor. 
Webmasters will be Donnie Stewart and Lisa Johnson as no one else volunteered. 
The meeting then broke into unit meetings.  Upon convening the meeting of the WVRA 
It was announced the 1st had no changes in officers. 
It was announced officers for the 25th will be Captain Jeff Snyder.  Sergeant Bill Brisendine. Corporal Tim 
Glasser.  Unit Rep Tag Ireland. 
The TASAS had a new Confederate Civilian Assistant Lisa Johnson, no other changed in leadership to report.  
They discussed the Civil War Spring Gala Ball May 7, Ladies Tea at Rich Mountain, the next Droop & School 
of the Soldier at Pricketts Fort during which they will also present in the Afternoon at the Fairmont Library. 
The Calvary unit reported they would be participating in the Expo in Fairmont at the courthouse during the first 
weekend of April. April 2 
The Artillery (Lee Miller) announced they would participate in reenactments at Jones Imboden Raid, Rich 
Mountain, School of the Soldier, Philippi, Carnifex Ferry, and Laurel Hill.  Laurel Hill will be the weekend of 
August 5-7. 
OLD BUSINESS 
There will be two cleanup days at Rich. The first will be April 2th.  If you plan to attend this day please e-mail 
Phyllis so she can inform you if it is cancelled due to inclement weather. After discussion the second clean up 
day will be May 21st. 
The next meeting will be held at The School of the Soldier at 5:00 PM at the Amphitheater. 
Start thinking about the 150th Droop. 
Tonya stated the WVRA hosted/sponsored events schedule needs to be decided earlier so vacations can be 
worked out etc.  After much discussion nothing was changed. 
NEW BUSINESS 
Corricks Ford packets are out. 
The Parsons VFD will hold a Civil War auction on April 30th. 
Tim Wade who portrays General R. E. Lee will participate at the Huntersville Traditions day on Oct 2nd. 
Tonya discussed the need to limit website space for members advertisement due to cost concerns.  Bill Snyder 
suggested name address, web site and phone number should be sufficient, but the webmasters should be given 
leeway to make those decisions. 

MARCH WVRA SECRETARY NOTES…..BY Secretary PVT Jack Daft CSA 
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Tonya also stated that we needed to decide how to handle other sutlers that wanted to obtain free advertisement 
on our web sites. Discussions decided that the sutlers should either pay for the ad, or support our events as a 
sutler. And the ad space will be the same with name, address, web site and phone.  
Bill Snyder moved to adjourn, Tonya seconded. 

MODERN DAY TELEGRAM LETTERS 

OK, here we go......  
For Philippi, the Virginia Foot Regiment aka 1st (West) Virginia Infantry hadn't been issued uniform 
yet. They were dressed in what clothes they had from home. No leathers either....cartridges & caps 
in pockets. However, the regular Union uniform will also work. Remember, Kelley's command had 
Virginia, Ohio & Indiana troops in it.  
For Rich Mountain, if we are Ohio troops, then the usual Blue uniform will work. If someone wants to 
go crazy, then an Enlisted Frock coat with Dark Blue pants and a Hardee hat (full tirm). If we are In-
diana troops, then Militia Grey uniforms.  
For 1st Bull Run, the 1st part of the battle we will be doing the 2nd New Hamphire Infantry. Not 
really sure what there uniform looked like but the regular Union uniform will work. The 2nd half we 
will be part of the U.S. Regulars battalion...full Regular Army uniform (dark Blue Frock coats, dark 
Blue pants, shoulder scales, Hardee hat, the works). However, if you only have a Sack coat & Sky-
blue pants, so be it.) ...KevinSkaggs 

For your sewing needs contact Seamstresses:  
Lisa Johnson at 304-319-6316 or queendurst2000@yahoo.com 

Diane Tennant at 304-363-0935  or  diane1wv@yahoo.com 

Hello my name is Tonya Daft and I am a member of the WVRA Civil War organization, a member 
of Main Street Mannington, Mannington GFWC Women’s Club and the Marion County Historical 
Society. We need to find more information about the Mannington Train Depot. We would like more 
info from the Civil War Era but I would like any info from the time it was built to now that you can 
provide.  A lot of our historical records from Fairmont and from Mannington were destroyed in 
fires and finding information about the Depot has been extremely difficult this is what  we know so 
far: The Depot is one of the few remaining depots left in WV. It was originally built pre Civil War, 
circa 1852. The existing structure was built completed in 1906, during Mannington’s boom.   During 
the Civil War, the Depot was a major strategic site, an important link to the Ohio River, and the 
Western Front.  When the focus of the Civil War moved further west, the Depot saw over 20,000 
troops deployed through it in a period of 24 hours, including ten batteries, equipment, horses, and 
wagons. After the war, the Depot remained an important part of transportation until October 1957, 
with the departure of the last passenger train.  Aside from the Civil War significance, the Depot 
holds a special place in the hearts of Mannington residents who grew up in “the day”. Riding the 
Railroad from the Depot was how people traveled to visit family, shop, and just enjoy the scenery. 
It is one of the few remaining historical structures left in Mannington, which survived the fires of 
1990’s.  I know the Union had an encampment right outside of Mannington because it is within 
walking distance from my house about a mile at the mouth of Plum Run and Hope Hill. I know it 
was used by the union but I am having a hard time finding more info. Anything, info, pictures, etc 
that you can provide would be greatly appreciated. Thanks a Million ...Tonya  rebeld4h@yahoo.com 
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NINETEENTH CENTURY MELODEON 
This instrument is a melodeon manufactured by S.D. Smith and H.W. Smith (founders of the 
Smith American Organ Company in Boston) in the nineteenth century.  Based on the serial 
number, it was produced between 1872 and 1881.  This instrument served as the organ at the 
Methodist “Church on the Hill” in Fairmont during Governor Francis and Mrs. Julia Pier-
pont’s life-time and was subsequently owned by the Methodist Protestant Church on Quincy 
Street in Fairmont.   
The melodeon is a type of organ typically called a “pump organ” because the air flow required 
to operate the organ is the result of pumping the pedals, activating bellows to draw air from 
the wind chest.   The organ sound is the result of air being drawn through brass reeds.  One 
end of each brass reed is fixed.  The other end of the reed vibrates at a particular pitch when 
the air is drawn through it.   
The melodeon is considered the American reed organ, whereas the harmonium was the popular 
style of reed organ in Europe.  The reeds in the harmonium vibrate when air is pushed across 
them.  The reeds in the melodeon vibrate when air is drawn through them.  Draw-knobs acti-
vate specific groups of reeds to produce specific sounds, including the “Sub Bass”, “Principal”, 
“Diapason”, “Tremolo”, “Dulciana”, and “Flute”. 
This melodeon was recently repaired by Mr. Xaver Wilhelmy, who builds organs (including 
glass pipe organs) and also repairs and tunes organs.  He is located in Staunton, Virginia.  Mr. 
Wilhelmy cleaned the reeds, the inside of the instrument, and repaired the wind chest, required 
for air to be drawn through the reeds.  The organ is in remarkably good condition and main-
tains virtually all of the original parts……..Art and Pam Dodd 

Some Civil War images that have survived. 
These pictures are very profound. It is fortunate 
that these photos have survived. Most probably a 
million wet plate photos were made during the civil 
war on glass plate. Popular during the war, they 
lost their appeal afterwards and so many were sold 
for the glass. Many were used in green houses. 
Over the years the sun caused the images to disap-
pear. These are pretty amazing considering they 
were taken up to 150 years ago. A compendium of 
photos from era of the War Between the States. 
Run the cursor over the photograph and the picture 
caption will pop up. Click photo to enlarge and to 
read the rest of the caption. Check it out at  
http://www.mikelynaugh.com/VirtualCivilWar/New/
Originals2/index.html  
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WVRA NEWSLETTER NEEDS                      
The newsletter needs pictures, stories, recipes, info on Civil War life, Did you knows, 
jokes, historical info, family history, Family tidbits, Birthdays, Civil War facts, Civil 
War Movie and book reviews, info about civil war places in WV, Info on members for 
our Meet and Greet column, news clippings about our members and our Civil War 
events. Thanks yous and praise for great jobs.  Come on guys send in that info make 
this newsletter the best ever.  

Information for Newcomers  
http://www.shasta.com/suesgoodco/newcivilians/index.htm 
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Thank You for your contributions to our May Dispatch: Tonya 
& Jack Daft, Chuck Critchfield, Jodi Burnsworth,  Lee & Kim-
berlee Miller, Donnie Stewart, Art & Pam Dodd, Phyllis Bax-
ter, Matt Gillespie, Marshall Co. Historical Society, Don 

McNabb, Kevin Skaggs, Mary Davis, Rick Wolfe and Mark Hays.   

Members of the WVRA helped the Marion County Historical Society kick off the 
150th Sesquicentennial Civil War celebration at the Fairmont Christmas Parade. 
Those appreciated members were Jack and Tonya Daft, Lisa Johnson, Charlie 
Morrison, Adam Smallwood Art & Pam Dodd (The Pierponts) and John & Millie 
Geotz (The Carliles).  Great job everyone!!!! 

The mission of the West Virginia Commission for the Sesquicentennial of the American 
Civil War is to promote awareness, celebrate the unique creation of the State of West 
Virginia and the role of its people during the Civil War era, and its continuing effect on 
our people. 

Thanks for persisting and keeping this all together Tonya, great job!….Phyllis 

WVRA 
TREASURER 

REPORT 
MARCH  

$2417.85 
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Some Interesting Civil War places in WV 
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Good morning all, On April 9 the Mason Dixon Civil War Round Table will host a Civil War 
symposium at the Erickson Alumni Center in Morgantown,WV. This event will feature 5 speak-
ers with the focus on 1861 and Western Virginia. In addition to the speakers there will be dis-
plays of Civil War items and a selection of Civil War books will be on sale. Lunch will be pro-
vided. I have attached a flyer. Information is also available at www.wvmasondixoncwrt.org .  
Hope to see you there. Thank you for your time.  
Rick…..Richard A. Wolfe  60 Gregory Lane Bridgeport, WV 26330  w 304 625 2330  h 304 592 5851 
c 304 844 0647   richard.a1.wolfe@lmco.com   ra_wolfe@msn.com    www.wvcivilwar150.com 
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STILL  MORE MODERN DAY TELEGRAM LETTERS 
Tonya, Thank you for taking the time to speak with me yesterday. The information and insight that you provided me on 
Civil War Reenactments and Encampments were extremely helpful. I would like to put these dates on your radar. 
June 8-10, 2012   and  June 7-9, 2013  These are the dates of our future Heritage Days Festival and we would like to 
invite you and your group to participate. Supplying your group with hay/straw, a meal and a bathroom will be no prob-
lem.  Further, if I had a ball park idea on what the fuel costs would be I feel confident I can raise enough money to as-
sist your group with this expense. We will work diligently to ensure that the event is a success for you and for our com-
munity.  Thank you  jf 

Ok here is the scoop on the Wheeling Civil War Event.... June 18th Saturday.... City-
wide celebration, 1-2 pm Parade of troops if enough can be found.. 2-4 various pro-
grams at Hall... 4-dark Music at Heritage Port... Dark Fireworks from Suspension 
Bridge. refreshments will be served at Hall. ……...Don McNabb.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
My name is Mary Davis and I’m the proprietress of a sutlery named Prim and Proper, specializ-
ing in Early Victorian Woman’s and Children’s Clothing. My husband and I have been reenact-
ing for 15 years. Previously, I sutlered at events in the Mid-Atlantic area, in conjunction with 
Abraham’s Lady. My husband and I have retired back home in West Virginia and are interested 
in participating in events in the WV-Ohio areas. We are members of your association and are in-
quiring as to the possibility of being listed as a sutler on your website. You may view my busi-
ness and products on my website - primandproperonline.com. I may also be contacted by tele-
phone at 304-931-4713. I look forward to receipt of your reply. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Dear Sirs, My name is Mark Dubiel. I am a Major of the 4th Virginia Regiment in the newly formed Army of the Shenan-
doah and Stonewall Brigade of Northeastern Ohio. I came across your site, and as we are looking for member units, we 
are also looking for member organizations such as yourself. Since you are a brigade-sized organization, I would like to ask 
if you would consider joining the Army of the Shenandoah as either the 2nd, 3rd or 4th Brigade. If this is something you 
would be interested in, please contact me at the email address above for further information. Thank you for taking the time 
to consider my request.  Most Respectfully, Mark Dubiel Major, 4th Virginia Regiment Stonewall Brigade 
**************************************************************************************** 
“I demand a recount!!” ….The famous words heard from our new treasurer upon finding out the results of the election. 
Needless to say I am not paid enough for a recount ...So the decision firmly stays Chuck Critchfield is Treasurer !!!!! B) 

Hi WVRA friends,  I tried to send this to Tonya's full list but it wouldn't send, so I shortened the distribution list to ad-
dresses I recognized who might be at Saturday's meeting. Please share this with the rest of the group. 
At the February meeting we discussed helping out with site work at Rich Mountain in preparation for the reenactment, but 
did not settle on a date.  At the recent Rich Mountain meeting, we decided to hold (at least) two work days. 
One will be April 2 (weather permitting) with general cleanup, work on the pavilion, trash pickup etc. This is the official 
Civil War Park Day. Let us know (email me or Chelley richmt@richmountain.org) if you plan to attend so that we can let 
you know if we change it if the weather doesn't cooperate. 
We also want to do a Saturday (or Sunday afternoon if folks prefer) later in the spring to work on firewood and reenact-
ment site prep. Dates discussed as possible were May 21 or June 11. But we didn't know when there were other reenact-
ment conflicts, or what dates might work for you. So please discuss this Saturday and let us know your preferred date(s). 
Was brought up by Mark Tennant at the meeting.  We could also set up a time during the week or whenever if there was a 
group who wanted to come on their own schedule - just set it up with Chelley. There's lots of work to do! Free Park Day 
T-shirts for everyone who helps (as long as they last.)  thanks much! Phyllis phyllisb@meer.net   Chelley Depp 
richmt@richmountain.org  304-637-7424   
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Year of Meteors - A Book Review By Chuck Critchfield 
I think many of us have read at length about the American Civil War. But truth be known, I suspect the 
bulk of our reading covers the historical record from April 1861 to April 1865 and it is military in na-
ture. I can say that is true about my library of books about our nation's most serious crisis. Most are 
chronicles of major campaigns and battles and biographies of those who fought those battles.  
The period leading up to the war is nonetheless a fascinating period in the political life of the United 
States. And, with 150th anniversary of the war upon us, I wanted to read a bit about the 1850's and be-
fore. For Christmas, my family gave me the new book "Year of Meteors -- Stephen Douglas, Abraham 
Lincoln and the Election That Brought on the Civil War," by Douglas R. Egerton. So named after Walt 
Whitman's Poem "Year of Meteors" which describes in poetic form the momentous year of 1860:  
"Year of meteors! brooding year!  
I would bind in words retrospective, some of your deeds and signs;  
I would sing your contest for the 19th Presidentiad;  
I would sing how an old man, tall, with white hair, mounted the scaffold in Virginia:"  
Mr. Egerton takes us through the 1860 campaign, conventions, election and finally the tumultuous pe-
riod between the election and the inauguration. An amazing journey in American history when 5 candi-
dates stood for election and the eventual winner provided impetus to the Deep South to break away 
from the United States. He weaves a narrative of each candidate, how he was selected, the conventions, 
the supporters, power brokers, handlers, editors and an endless caste of characters that were involved in 
that election.  
He provides insight into each candidate -- Abraham Lincoln of the new Republican, Stephen Douglas of 
the Northern Democrats, John C. Breckinridge of the Southern Democrats, John Bell of the Constitu-
tional Union Party and finally Garrit Smith of the Freedom Party -- along with the process by which 
each was nominated and some of the characters along the way that tried to shape the elections for their 
own gain. After the election, Mr. Egerton describes how Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis formed 
their cabinets and prepared to govern. Finally, he discusses how the lame duck Congress tried to keep 
the peace and reconcile a nation that already had seen the lower South secede.  
Most surprising to me was the material on Robert Barnwell Rhett, Sr. and Jr. and William Lowndes 
Yancey, the architects of secession. The Rhetts were well-to-do Charlestonians, and the owners of an in-
fluential newspaper, who along with Alabamian Yancey worked to ensure that the Southern states 
would secede and not try to compromise with the dreaded Yankee nation. Quite successfully these three 
steered the Democratic convention in such a direction that the Southern states could no longer remain in 
the same party as their Northern brethren, which led to the Democratic party splitting into a Northern 
wing and Southern wing. Both wings would nominate their own candidates, therefore splitting the 
Democratic vote and ensuring that the Republican candidate would be elected. Successful as they were 
in reaching this outcome, all three failed in any future leadership as Southern moderates would wrest 
control of the Confederate government from Yancey and the "fire eaters. Additionally the fire eaters 
would be fooled once again when the Northern resolve proved to be much stronger than they realized. 
Expecting the North to be too timid to contest the Southern states seceding, they were surprised when 
those Northern states indeed decide to go to war to reunite the country.  
Finally Mr. Egerton, to his credit, wrestles the modern revisionist theory that the Civil War was caused 
by something other than slavery. He uses the actual words and speeches of those Southerners which 
show that this war was over slavery and its expansion into the territories.  
I would recommend this book to anyone interested in the causes of the war. The book gets very detailed 
at times, but with the vast caste of characters that make up this story, it  is to be expected. 
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Hi, Tonya - thanks for talking to Paula this evening and I am so sorry we are late in planning our WV Day 
event.  Let me give you some details.  Marshall County has, for the past three years, celebrated West Vir-
ginia's birthday by scheduling special programming and by opening the doors to several of our county at-
tractions.  Those include the former West Virginia Penitentiary, Grave Creek Mound (the largest conical In-
dian Burial Mound east of the Mississippi), Fostoria Glass Museum, Marx Toy Museum, Strand Theatre, 
New Vrindaban, Marshall County Historical Society and the Cockayne Farmstead.  As we approach the 
Sesquecentennial, as a part of our programming this year (Saturday, June 18), we have the following 
guests:  President Lincoln (renowned Lincoln impersonator Jim Getty of Gettysburg - Mr. Getty is the voice of 
Lincoln reading his 2nd inaugural address  and Gettysburg address at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, 
D.C.  He also appeared as Lincoln in the Turner Network film "The Ironclads.")  General Robert E. Lee 
(portrayed by Humanities Council re-enactor Al Stone, who has also portrayed Lee at Gettysburg)   General 
Stonewall Jackson (portrayed by Humanities Council re-enactor Doug Riley.  We would love to have rebel 
encampments, union encampments and civilian re-enactors join us on Saturday, June 18 for the celebra-
tions.  The most likely spot for setting up the encampments would be on the front lawn of the former peni-
tentiary and/or on the lawn of the Cockayne Farmstead.  Anything you could do to publicize this event would 
be greatly appreciated. Contact could be made through Paula at the Farmstead 304-845-1411 or me at 304-
845-9750 (work) or 304-281-0980 (cell). Thanks so much for helping to publicize this and if there is anything 
further we should do on this end, please let us know!  Nila Chaddock, Marshall County Historical Society 
and Cockayne Farmstead   www.cockaynefarm.com    Hi, Tonya - just a brief addendum - in talking to the 
penitentiary, we see the possibility of the encampment marching out of the south gate of the penitentiary (a 
gothic structure with turrets, etc. built in 1867) and possibly engaging in a skirmish between the troops on 
the area around the warden's residence (also a stone house). Again, thanks for your help! Nila                 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Hello.  Marshall County, WV will host a WV Day Celebration on June 18th. We are interested in 
having a Civil War Reenactment. I know the Independence Hall, Wheeling, will be having Civil War 
Reenactment as well. Can you put me in touch with someone from our area? thanks Cindy Johnson.                                                                    
Good afternoon Rebel!  I am stumbling my way thru helping with some research. I am looking for a 
civil war reenactment for the Moundsville WV area on June 18th.  I am at the "gathering info" stage 
to present at our next meeting.  Having never done this before, any information you can forward will 
be greatly appreciated.  Thanks.  Cindy Johnson..North of the Mason-Dixon Line. The Marshall Co 
Historical Society is probably the same thing I am working on....at our last meeting we mentioned 
researching it, but didn't appoint anyone, so it looks like we both had the same idea! We are open 
to any ideas you have. I am hoping you can help us out!  Please use the historical society as your 
contact.  I actually found you via the web site!  Nice looking site. Have a great year (or three) Cindy     
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Tanya, Just a note to let you know I'm fine with looking at the newsletter on-line.  No need to 
mail a hard copy.  Also, keep up the good work on the newsletter. -Matt   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
I thought members might be interested in a novel I had published late in 2010 
called "The Choice Was Gray." It is based on the Upshur Grays (Co. B, 25th Vir-
ginia Infantry) and is thoroughly researched. Anyone interested may check out 
the summary on Amazon.com, Trafford Publishing and other inernet sites. It also 
may be acquired through those sites, Barnes & Noble, Borders etc.                
Thank you.      Robert M. Ours      Morgantown, WV 

MANY MORE MODERN DAY TELEGRAM LETTERS 
THE WVRA IS VERY MUCH IN DEMAND 
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Hello , My name is Sebastien Marquet, I am Winemaker General Manager of Doukenie Winery in Loudoun 
County. I would like develop an Event for 150 years of the civil war. We have a 512 acres farm near the small 
town of Hillsboro Virginia 15 minutes from Harpers Ferry.  I would like to know if you are interested to partici-
pate the event in October 22 & 23. Tent can be built and stay here for the weekend, with have a lot of custom-
ers during that time of the year and that can be a fantastic event. My phone number is 571 296 5115 can you 
please contact me. Many thanks and kind regards Sebastien Marquet                                                                             
Hello, Just wanted to thank you for responding to our request. Please feel free to contact me if you think 
Oct. may work out for a civil war event here at Doukenie Winery.  We are contacting other people in the field 
as well. Maria Canora Tasting Room Manager / Events Manager Resident Chef Doukenie Winery 
540-668-6464 ext. 202 www.DoukenieWinery.com   www.Facebook.com/DoukenieWinery 

Hi I’m Russell Dillsworth I’m a resident of Oakland,MD. I was browsing the web and came across your site. I have al-
ways been interested in the civil war but since my move to Oakland I haven’t found people with the interest. I would be 
interested in attending one of your meetings or events. I would like to get a listing of meetings or events this year. Problem 
is I wont be able to attend till later in the year.  I’m deployed with the 201 fa of the wva ng . But the listings and info could 
help me in my future planning. Thank you for your time and hope to hear from you soon.  

Good morning all, The Rich Mountain Battlefield Foundation will commemorate the opening strug-
gles of the Civil War in Western Virginia with a tour of the First Campaign sites. We will start on 
Wednesday evening, July 6, with an overview of the campaign and a welcome reception. This will be 
at the Randolph County Community Art Center which will have an exhibit of Civil War art on display. 
On July 7 and 8 you will visit the First Campaign sites accompanied by expert guides that will pro-
vide an in depth narrative to the 1861 events. A deluxe coach will provide transportation to the sites 
and lunch will be provided on both days. We will go beyond the tours of battle sites: · There will be 
a tour of the Beverly Heritage Center · On Thursday night Historian Will Greene, President of Pam-
plin Historical Park will give the keynote address · At Elkwater one of the original 10 pound Parrot 
guns from Loomis Battery will there for the first time since 1861 · A visit to the Confederate mass 
grave at Mount Iser  · A Friday night concert  The early conflict in Western Virginia was of strategic 
importance for the Union and West Virginia statehood. Come join us this summer and we will make 
the 150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War a memorable experience. Attached is a flyer for 
this event a brochure will be out soon. www.richmountain.org  Thanks Rick                          

Work weekend at Bulltown this coming weekend (Feb. 19-20) It looks to 
be a warm weekend for it and we have a bunch of brush piles to burn! 
Come on out and help if you can! Thanks a million, Sheri Skidmore 

Gentlemen:  Many of you have probably heard, but just in case you haven't; America's last sur-
viving WW1 veteran, Frank Buckles passed away yesterday, Sunday 27 Feb 2011 at his farm in 
Jefferson County, WV.  He was 110 years old.  If you'd like to see some more information about 
Mr. Buckles, here's a sight you may like to visit.  http://frankbuckles.org/   Matt 

Dear Tonya and Phyllis:  I am a student attorney with the University of Arkansas Legal Clinic. We currently 
have a client wanting to start a non-profit Civil War Reenactor Association. I noticed that your Association 
achieved tax-exempt status. We have never started a non-profit dealing with reenactment, and I wanted to dis-
cuss this (potential IRS hang-ups you ran into etc.) with someone so we can achieve this. Thank you so much 
for your reply.  Michael Moats 
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