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Upcoming Events
PLEASE NOTE that all of the events in
2021 are dependent on the status of the
pandemic. Please ensure that the event
is not cancelled before attending. A
number of these events were submitted
to me with a “to be announced” date. So
some of those TBA events may have
already been held.

Sponsored
None at this time
Sanctioned
None at this time

Other Events recommended
by WVRA members
Fort Ligonier Days" October 8,9 and 10th to
the calendar. This takes place in Ligonier, PA
and is a reenactment of the French attack on
Fort Ligonier in
1758. https://fortligonierdays.com/
Cedar Creek, Oct. 16-17 – Middletown, Va.
Other

18th Century, TBA, Siege of Fort Randolph,
Point Pleasant,
WV. www.facebook.com/fortrandolph, Contact
Craig Hesson, 304-6757933, chesson1774@suddenlink.net, or Deb
Cassady, ftrandolph@yahoo.com, fortrandolph.wee
bly.com;

Early 20th Century -TBA, Brownsville,
PA. Brownsville Steam, Gas and Horse Association,
31st Annual Reunion,
https://www.facebook.com/pages/National-PikeSteam-Gas-and-HorseAssociation/141862562548542
Civil War – TBA, Julia Pierpont Day, Marion
Co. Historical Society, Fairmont,
WV. https://www.facebook.com/marionhistorical/
Old West – TBA, Wild West Weekend. Old
Bedford Village, Bedford,
PA. http://www.oldbedfordvillage.com/events.php

Oct. 2-3 Jeb Stuart Birthplace, Ararat,
Va. http://www.jebstuart.org
160th Anniversary of Ball’s Bluff, Oct. 910 – near Leesburg, Va.
Droop Mountain – tentatively scheduled for
Oct. 8-10. Website: 2021 Battle of Dry Creek |
Battle of Dry Creek

Marion Virginia, Nov 6-7, 2021

Next Meeting
None Scheduled at this time.

Time for Election of
Officers

This is the time of year that we nominate and elect
officers.
But stop before you read any further. Don’t think
that the same members are willing to run for reelection….yet again.
Some have filled these
positions for multiple years and its time for
somebody else to step in. I hesitate to say this, but if
we are to continue as an organization, we need
others to step up. Or we need to re-organize and
change the by-laws.
Nominations can be sent to Jim Barnes or myself.
- Chuck Critchfield, editor.

-- IMPORTANT NEWS –

MINUTES
September Meeting
WVRA Meeting
September 11, 2021
Steer Steak House Weston

Twelve members were present. President Jim
Barnes called the meeting to order at 1:12 PM.
This was the first “in person” meeting since February
29, 2020.
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Bill B. made the motion to wave the reading of the
minutes from the last meeting. Seconded by Jim A.
Motion passed.
Jack R. read the latest Treasurer’s report. There
were no questions or corrections. Motion made,
seconded and the report was approved.
Old Business:
The Temporary Executive Committee Actions, that
were made because of the pandemic, are still in
effect. These actions can be read in the newsletter.
A discussion was held whether these should remain
in effect or should we revert back to normal
procedures. Bill B. moved that we continue the
emergency proclamations until we have a duly held
election at the normal election time. Chuck C.
seconded and the motion passed.
New Business:
No official Unit meetings were held. The 25th had
nothing to report. The 1st W.Va. does not have
enough members to remain a standalone command
company in the USV. They might have to fall back
to be just general members.
Chuck C. reported that there are 34 members so far
this year. At this time last year there were 55.
Jeff G. said that he recently saw Dave and Pam
Lewis. They suggested that a “WVRA Reunion”
would be nice. It would be good to see members
from the many years that the WVRA has existed.
Everyone thought that would be a good idea. We
need someone to volunteer to organize this event.
Upcoming Events, either Sponsored or Suggested,
are listed in the latest edition of the Trans-Allegheny
Dispatch.
It was stated that Burlington is still going to be held.
Jim B. needs to check with Sue Judy to make sure.
Jim B. said that Prickett’s Fort is looking for
volunteers. Contact them for opportunities.
It was asked whether we should continue the
Liability Insurance. This year we spent about $90
more than the memberships taken in. It was a
resounding Yes! Everyone thought it was a good
idea continue.

The next meeting will be October 23. Location to be
advised.
Chuck C. said that meetings can still be held at the
Episcopal Church in Clarksburg. We must follow
the Episcopal Church rules for Covid. Jim B.
suggested the FOP building in Nutter Fort
Meeting adjourned at 2:12.
Respectively submitted,
J. Rush
September 27, 2021

Temporary Executive
Committee
Actions Still In Effect
(October, 2020)

The following two proposals were approved by the five
voting members of the Executive Committee in an email
vote the last week of October. NOTE – at the
September, 2021 meeting, a motion was made
and accepted to continue these actions until the
next election of officers.
PROPOSAL #1 “In light of the current pandemic and its
effects on the hobby, the Executive Committee postpones
the election of new officers of the WVRA until such time
that the Committee determines that it is prudent to hold
the ‘annual meeting’ in accordance with procedures
described in the by laws.”
PROPOSAL #2 “The President shall have the authority to
temporarily appoint, until the next duly conducted
Association election, members to fill vacancies on the
Executive Committee.”
If any member has a concern or question about this
action, please contact President Jim Barnes or myself.
These actions were simply in response to how the
pandemic is affecting group meetings at the moment.
Executive committee members are listed near the end of
every newsletter. Members are encouraged to work
through your Unit Representative. If you currently do not
have a Unit Rep., work through an officer. Reminder to
General Members, the WVRA President serves as your
Unit Representative.

Treasurer’s Report
September 1-29, 2021
Beginning balance
Credits
Memberships

$2,544.40
$80.00
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Debits
None
Ending Balance

$0.00
$2,624.40

Submitted by Jack Rush, Treasurer, WVRA

Liability Insurance
I received an electronic copy of the certificate of
liability insurance for the WVRA thanks to Treasurer
Jack Rush’s hard work. If you would like a copy,
email a request to me (Chuck Critchfield). Put
WVRA in the title line if you can. You must be a
member of the WVRA.

Upcoming Events
Living History

Jason Studenwalt of the 31st Virginia has invited the
WVRA to a living history in Weston on October 2731. “It is for a Smithsonian deal going on in
Weston..” If I get any more details I will publish
them in the next newsletter or on the Facebook page.

Civil War Roundtables
The Stonewall Jackson Civil War Roundtable will
present its annual Cultural Foundation of Harrison
County speaker on October 12, 6:30 pm at the
Waldomore on Pike Street in Clarksburg.
Stephen Phan, Park Ranger and Chief of
Interpretation at Cam Nelson National Monument,
will present a talk on the Civil War Defenses of
Washington. The presentation is free and open to
the public.
The SJCWRT meets the second Tuesday of each
month except December and the summer months.
The Mason-Dixon Civil War Roundtable is meeting
again in Morgantown. They meet at the United
Methodist Church directly across from the library on
Spruce Street. Meetings are scheduled for the third
Tuesday of every month. Check their website for
more information.
------------------------------------------------------------

Event Reviews
none

September update. Jason had no new information
and his unit was not inclined not to participate.

Other Features

Guyandotte and Droop

WVRA Member Researches
Massacre

Guyandotte has been canceled for this year,
so Droop Mountain is our last Valley Division event
of the year. We really need all units to make the
droop Mountain event, if at all possible. This is a
small low key event that makes for a very pleasant
weekend. It is real ground, with good camping, and
a super view. It will also allow our Valley Division
Family to get together to visit and take care of some
Division business. There will also be time for
training and drilling. This will also be a good time for
those NCWAA instructors to do some continuing
education.
Link: https://battleofdrycreek.org/2021-droopmountain
Reenactment At Droop Mountain Battlefield State
Park, October 8th thru 10th, 2021
Thanks,
Roger House
304-622-8297

In the late 1780s, a small group of Mingo
Indians traveled to Preston County from the
Ohio country on a mission of vengeance. They
were looking to revenge two of their tribe who
were killed while attempting to kill Daniel
Morgan and his family near Pricketts Fort.
They were looking for Morgans to kill, but
unfortunately for John Green and his family,
who lived on Green’s Run near present-day
Kingwood, the raiders ran into them first.
Of the Green family, the mother and a couple
of the daughters survived. One of the
daughters was wounded and played dead.
She then ran to the Cheat River and called to
the men at a fort across the river, who
crossed over and rescued her. Mr. Green, a
hired hand and a baby were all killed.
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This was the last known Indian attack in what
is now known as Preston County. After the
Battle of Fallen Timbers and the resultant
Greenville treaty, the Indian tribes gave up all
claim to land in most of modern-day Ohio
thereby ending raids further east.
WVRA member Larry Teets is currently
researching the events surrounding the Green
Massacre with the intention of writing a book.
If anyone has information concerning these
events, please contact Larry at 681-2700331.
-

By Jim Barnes

BOOK REVIEW

calls of “On to Richmond!”) He turns 30 in
May. He was 10 when we went to our first School
of the Soldier. The passage of time. Maybe we all
added 5 years this past year.
It seems wasteful for me to sit on all of this
reenactment gear. I will keep my musket. I can
make some young person a great deal on
everything else – a whole kit to get started in
the hobby.
If you know of someone
interested, please let me know.
Miss everyone!
Best,
Bryan (Cokeley formerly of the 1st West Virginia)

”They Said It (or didn't)”
Quotes, misquotes and fabrications attributed to the famous, nearly
famous, not famous and infamous.

##############

None

“Classified Ads”
For Sale
(Editor’s note: Jim Barnes sent this to me for
Tyler Claypole. I have reprinted word for word. I
assume the numbers in the last paragraph are
prices for the respective items. So if you need
clarification, contact Mr. Claypole)
UPDATE – Tyler will sell the whole lot for
$500. (August 2021)
one confederate officer complete jacket hat and
pants and union naval uniform complete with
pants And confederate artillery uniform with pants
and hat And union cav officer uniform with pants
and hat And confederate butternut gray uniform
with pants and vest
Pants are 32 waist. Jackets are large.
The naval uniform is 150 Union cav officer 300
Confederate officer 500 Confederate shell jacket is
150 Butternut gray is 225
Contact Tyler Claypole at 304-376-9043.

From Bryan Cokeley
With regret, I am resigned to getting out of the
hobby.
I just don’t seem to have the impetus to get to
events with Hampton having left the state. He
was
in
Texas;
he
now
lives
in
Richmond. (Apparently, he took to heart those

"Don't believe
everything you read on the Internet
just because there's a photo with, a
quote next to it."
-- Abraham Lincoln, February 31, 1866
“There is blundering imbecility somewhere.”
-

Umberto Burnham, 76th New York, after
Fredericksburg

“Studying history will sometimes disturb you.
Studying history will sometimes upset you.
Studying history will sometimes make you furious.
If studying history always makes you proud, and
happy, you probably aren’t studying history.”
-

Collin Humble (Facebook posting)

--------------------------------------------------

Other Sites

American Battlefield Trust - www.battlefields.org
Beverly Heritage Center www.beverlyheritagecenter.org
Mason Dixon Civil War Roundtable www.wvmasondixoncwrt.org/
Link to Clarksburg History Museum https://clarksburgmuseum.wixsite.com/history
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Battle of Gettysburg Podcast Addressing Gettysburg podcast Shenandoah Valley Battlefields Foundation www.ShenandoahAtWar.org
-------------------------------------------------

Current WVRA Officers
Jim Barnes - President
Ken Connell - Vice President
Jack Rush - Secretary/Treasurer
Vacant - Unit Rep (TASAS)
Vacant - Unit Rep (1st W. Va. Infantry)
Bill Brisendine - Unit Rep (25th Virginia
Infantry)
Dave Judy - Unit Rep (artillery)
Webmaster - Peter Baxter
Editor - Chuck Critchfield

Note - Webmaster and Editor are non-voting members of
the Executive Committee.

---------------------------------------------

ATTENTION - Please do not send any correspondence to the PO
Box in Buckhannon. Membership information can be sent to
me. Remember you must be a member of record to qualify for
membership benefits. To be covered under the liability
insurance policy purchased by the WVRA, you must be a
member. Karl Mulac is the administrator of the WVRA-TASAS
page.
I continue to use the WVRA-TASAS page to post
announcements as it has been the page getting the most use.
As newsletter editor, I encourage submissions from members or
readers, that are related to American history. I retain the right
as editor to make a final decision on the content of this
publication. Abusive or political submissions will not be
published.

Editor's Corner
The Editor's chance to speak
THANK YOU – Thanks to Jack Rush, Hunter Lesser and
Jim Barnes for contributions to this month’s TransAllegheny Dispatch. Thank you to Peter Baxter for
posting on the WVRA website. Hunter’s piece on the
nuances of history is excellent.
NOMINATIONS for WVRA officers are due this month.
NEWSPAPERS – I have plans for an article describing
how biased the newspapers of the Civil War were,
especially in comparison to today’s media. Most
papers were either Republican or Democrat. Heck,

they even placed the party name in the name of the
paper.
I have been reading three Ohio Republican and one
Democrat Ohio newspaper from 1862-63. And as I
read into late summer and fall of 1863, I have arrived
right in the middle of the Ohio gubernatorial campaign
between John Brough and Democrat Clement L.
Vallandigham. At this point of the war Vallandigham
is a national figure for his views on the war and
considered by many as the leader of the Copperheads
in the North. By the time of the actual election, he has
been deported to the Confederacy and I believe makes
his way to Canada,
The newspapers of both parties attack each other and
the candidates on a weekly basis. And because the
Emancipation Proclamation is just a few months in
effect, slavery is at the center of the debate. And the
media is fairly racist by our standards.
One of these days, I will put together some examples
for the Dispatch.
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608 Skyview Drive
Clarksburg, WV 26301
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"We tend to create stories that appeal to us. Then
we impose those stories on the past."

- A Wallace Collection video produced on the 500th anniversary of the
battle of Agincourt -found on You Tube

”The lack of a sense of history is the damnation of
the modern world."
- Robert Penn Warren

